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Introduction 

This Public Participation Plan or "3P" seeks to encourage an open planning process that supports early 
and sustained public involvement, timely public notice, and full public access to information regarding 
key transportation decisions within the Greater Akron area.        

The 3P ensures a continuing, comprehensive, and coordinated process among all area stakeholders 
while encouraging and providing opportunities for broad-based participation in the development and 
review of regional transportation plans, programs and policies.  Through the 3P, AMATS strives to 
engage the public at the earliest stages of transportation planning, especially those populations who are 
traditionally underserved or economically depressed such as the elderly, limited-English proficiency, 
minority and low-income populations.     

The 3P reflects the realities of a changing society.  AMATS seeks to foster an environment where the 
public feels that its insights not only matter, but are encouraged and welcomed.  The 3P is updated 
periodically to: reflect changes in local, state or federal legislation; adjust the plan to include new 
technologies; and to meet the needs of the community.  The agency relies on the following guiding 
principles when updating the 3P: 

• AMATS recognizes that every major public policy decision or implemented transportation
project significantly affects someone.

• If the agency's decision-making process is open, objective and considers all viewpoints, then
policies, programs and projects are usually much more willingly accepted and embraced by
affected communities.

• By utilizing a variety of public outreach techniques in multiple formats to provide planning
information, the agency will gain a wide audience and solicit input from a greater number of
people.

• Coordination and collaboration among as many as transportation stakeholders as possible
during the planning process produces the most effective and balanced transportation
solutions.

Because the agency relies on these principles, the 3P allows the Greater Akron area to meet unforeseen 
changes creatively and forcefully.   

Throughout the change occurring around us, there is an old transportation adage that still holds true: 
The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.  Our agency actively pursues strategies to 
encourage the public to take their first steps in getting involved in their region's transportation planning 
process.  AMATS provides many opportunities throughout this process for the public to participate and 
influence transportation policies.     

There are several different ways to get involved with AMATS which are presented in 3P, most notably 
our Citizens Involvement Committee.  Please note that the public is by no means limited to the 
strategies detailed in these pages.  The agency actively seeks new opportunities to exchange ideas with 
the public and welcomes ideas and suggestions on how to do so. 
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What is AMATS? 

"AMATS" stands for the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study.  We are responsible for 
transportation planning within the Greater Akron area comprised of Portage and Summit counties and a 
portion of Wayne County.  From highways to bikeways, from buses to trails, our agency plays a role in 
the planning of the major transportation projects within the area and the funding that makes them 
possible. 

A Policy Committee, a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), a Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) and 
a staff are the official players that comprise AMATS with each suited to a particular role in the planning 
process.  To learn more about each, read on.       

AMATS Committees and Staff 
Each Player Has a Role - Even You!  

Transportation planning in the Greater Akron area is accomplished through a cast of players.  Like any 
ensemble cast, each player performs a unique role, but their roles are intertwined.  The Policy 
Committee, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) and agency staff 
are featured players in this cast, but - like any cast - they need feedback.  The feedback that they need 
comes from you - the public - through your participation in the planning process. 

As a member of the public, you are encouraged to participate in the planning process.  AMATS strives to 
make the Greater Akron area's transportation planning process as transparent and accessible as 
possible.  The agency regularly: 

• Posts timely notices about meeting dates and locations and meeting materials in
advance on our website - amatsplanning.org.

• Provides podcasts of past meetings on our agency website and through our podcast
subscription service.

• Schedules committee meetings in locations that are accessible for all citizens, including
the disabled and transit dependent.

You are welcome to attend any of our committee meetings, all of which are open to the public.  Below 
are descriptions regarding our committees and staff and how you may participate in the regional 
planning process.    

Policy Committee  

Currently, there are 46 voting members of the 
Policy Committee representing every community 
in the Greater Akron area.  It is this body that 
decides how the area's federal transportation 
dollars should be spent.  The committee is 
composed of elected officials, county engineers, 
transit agencies and representatives from the 
Ohio Department of Transportation.  Its members 
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meet regularly six times a year to make funding decisions, discuss priorities and policies, and collaborate 
on regional issues.   

The Policy Committee provides opportunities for the public to address the committee with the following 
guidelines:    

• Anyone interested in making comments before the Policy Committee may do so during 
the public comment period at the beginning of the agenda.

• Public comments are limited to three minutes per person, but may be allowed more 
time by the Policy Committee chairperson.

• Organizations wishing to address the Policy Committee should select one representative 
to speak during the public comment period.

• Speakers will be asked to fill out an Audience Participation Form before addressing the 
Policy Committee (p. 25).

• Citizens may contact the AMATS staff at 330-375-2436 or by email at 
amats@akronohio.gov in advance to request time to speak, or may do so in person 
before the meeting with any AMATS staff member.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

The TAC provides technical assistance to the Policy Committee throughout the planning process.  The 
TAC is made up of planners and engineers representing communities, counties and transit providers 
across the Greater Akron area.  The expertise of these members provides the Policy Committee with 
needed "nuts-and-bolts" insights regarding the area's projects.   

Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) 

The CIC is the forum through which the public may weigh in directly on transportation-related matters.  
Through its open-meeting format, CIC members may freely discuss issues with AMATS staff members 
and other players in the region's planning process.  The AMATS staff works closely with the CIC members 
to identify potential discussion topics and in the preparation of necessary meeting materials and the 
scheduling of guest speakers.     

The committee meets at a minimum of six times a year and its membership is open to all who wish to 
participate.  Regular meetings commence at 6:30 p.m. and are usually held in the Akron-Summit County 
Public Library located at 60 South High Street in downtown Akron, which is centrally located and transit 
accessible in the Greater Akron area.  The CIC does host on-line "virtual" meetings and other on-line 
events such as Open Houses and Workshops as circumstances warrant.  Additional committee meetings 
may be scheduled by the CIC members if they so desire. 

AMATS promotes CIC meetings through regularly scheduled advertisements with the Beacon Journal.  
Additional newspaper advertisements are occasionally purchased if deemed necessary by the staff given 
the regional significance of and public interest in particular agenda items and topics.  The agency also 
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promotes CIC meetings through email and social media campaigns to committee members, interested 
agencies and groups, and area media. 

Staff 

The AMATS staff assists all three committees and carries out the "day-to-day" administrative and 
technical work of the agency.  The staff develops the area's long-range Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) (p. 19-20) and the four-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (p. 21-22).  The staff is a 
mix of engineers, planners and other professional disciplines.   

While serving as a liaison between the public and the committees of AMATS, the staff ensures that 
public comment is considered throughout the region's planning process.  The staff welcomes verbal and 
written comments and strives to respond to concerns in a timely manner.  You may contact the staff at 
330-375-2436 or by email at amats@akronohio.gov.  You may contact individual staff members directly 
by referencing the Staff Directory on the AMATS web site at amatsplanning.org.  Written 
correspondence should be addressed to:

AMATS 
1 Cascade Plaza / Suite 1300 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1136 

It is the policy of AMATS that staff members will acknowledge receiving all electronic and written 
correspondence from members of the public regarding transportation issues of public interest and 
respond within a seven-day period of receiving such correspondence.  These initial staff responses 
should be deemed by the public as acknowledgments by AMATS that their concerns have been 
received by the agency.  These responses should not be misconstrued by the public as commitments by 
the agency or its personnel to address and respond to public concerns during the 
aforementioned seven-day period.  Appropriate agency responses to public concerns may require 
more time than seven days as circumstances may warrant.  AMATS personnel will maintain files 
documenting all such correspondence throughout the public engagement process as part of its 
maintenance of permanent records. 

As part of its duties to maintain the programs of AMATS, the staff is granted the discretion by 
the AMATS Policy Committee to implement minor revisions or administrative modifications to the 
Regional Transportation Plan and the TIP, and various plan and TIP amendments, reports and studies 
as may be warranted.  Such administrative modifications are largely grammatical and typographical 
corrections or revisions that do not require demonstration of fiscal constraint or an air 
quality conformity determination.  For the sake of transparency, the staff will present all 
changes to the Regional Transportation Plan and TIP to the AMATS Policy Committee regardless as 
to whether they are minor revisions, administrative changes or amendments.  (The criteria used 
by the staff in making such determinations are presented in Appendix A - Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP) (p. 19-20) and Appendix B - Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
(p.21-22) of the 3P. 

If the staff determines that formal amendments to the Regional Transportation Plan or TIP 
are warranted, the staff will determine whether such changes constitute Minor or Major 
Amendments. Once such determinations are made by the staff, then the agency will pursue the 
appropriate public participation procedures specified in Appendices A and B of the 3P.  
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On the Web

Emerging technologies present AMATS with new opportunities to connect 
with the public.  The Internet has created boundless opportunities for you 
and your friends to engage with our agency without the need to leave the 
comfort of your home.   

Along with its two web sites - amatsplanning.org and Switching-Gears.org 
- AMATS uses web posting and social media sites such as Twitter, Facebook
and YouTube to provide citizens with up-to-the-minute information.  The
agency also has expanded its practice of posting announcements, meeting
information and news on community-oriented sites such as the Summit
County Community Calendar, Zvents and other appropriate venues.
Below are some of the ways that AMATS harnesses the power of the Internet.

AMATSPLANNING.ORG 

AMATS routinely updates its website to make the site even more user-friendly.  The agency is working to 
show you how your tax dollars are being spent in a clear, easy-to-understand format.  Our web site 
includes an easy-to-use interactive Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which provides details 
about AMATS-funded projects and includes map images of TIP project locations.  

Among the agency's goals for its site have been to make it easier to inform the public about events while 
providing opportunities for them to become more engaged and involved in the planning process.  From 
the Home and Meetings pages, a visitor can check out dates and times for our next Policy Committee, 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) meetings.  A visitor can 
also view the most recent committee meeting packet, listen to an MP3 meeting podcast, or complete an 
Audience Participation Form (p. 23) to speak to the Policy Committee.  Visitors will also find access to 
timely features under What’s New, check out our Twitter feed, or search the entire site for a specific 
topic. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 requires that AMATS shall not, on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin or sex, exclude anyone from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.  In the event that a 
member of the public believes that they are the victim of an alleged discriminatory practice by AMATS 
during the Greater Akron area's transportation planning process, our agency provides a 
Nondiscrimination Complaint Form on our agency web site - amatsplanning.org.  Using this form, 
citizens may describe in detail why they believe that their concerns or needs are not being addressed by 
the agency. 

Additionally, our agency web site - amatsplanning.org - includes a link to language interpretation 
software to assist those for whom English is not the first language.  Using this link, visitors to our web 
site can translate pages into other languages including Chinese, French and Spanish.  The AMATS Title VI - 
Program Procedures and Documentation Plan outlines other steps to include limited-English proficient 
persons in the planning process.
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SWITCHING-GEARS.ORG 

This web site provides information to people on ways to take advantage of the Greater 
Akron area’s trails and inform them on ways to utilize cycling as a means of transportation.  
Switching-Gears.org also has a calendar announcing organized bike rides and events in our region and 
an easy-to-use Bike User Map. 

Social Media 

Social media has fast become one of AMATS' most utilized tools for public outreach.  The agency 
can interact with the public regarding transportation-related topics instantaneously.  Below are some 
of the    most popular media that AMATS uses on a regular basis.   

• X (formerly know as Twitter) is a great online tool that lets you send messages to
your followers.  Stay up to date with the most relevant news in transportation and
land use planning.  Follow @amatsplanning on Twitter to receive tweets about the
latest transportation news.

• Facebook is a popular social media tool that is increasingly being used by agencies to
reach new audiences and AMATS is no exception.  The agency's Facebook page is
updated frequently with our latest tweets and pictures of the region.  It is also linked to
the AMATS website where the public can get more information.

• YouTube is a social media site that allows users to post videos and share them with
friends.  Through its channel - AMATSPlanning - the agency presents many special video
features highlighting transportation topics.  Topics range from meeting summaries to
informative features.

AMATS does not limit its use of social media to the aforementioned platforms.  The agency will consider 
additional platforms as they emerge for potential use by AMATS.  The use of new platforms by AMATS 
will largely depend upon their appropriateness, feasibility, suitability, and timeliness to the agency’s 
public outreach endeavors.   

It is the policy of AMATS and its personnel to refrain from allowing personal or political biases to 
influence the agency’s use of social media.  Information and materials posted through various social 
media platforms shall be presented in an apolitical and objective manner with the sole goal of being to 
promote a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative regional transportation planning process for all.  

New Approaches 

AMATS continually seeks new approaches to engage the public throughout the transportation planning 
process.  Below are descriptions of some of the newer strategies 
that our agency has embraced in recent years.     

Public Empowerment 

AMATS pursues innovative public empowerment strategies 
that present opportunities to challenge the public beyond 
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mere dialogue.  These strategies actively urge the public to tackle transportation issues directly through 
participation in unique events.  Generally, these events entail a topic-specific activity geared to spur 
dialogue between participants and area policy makers.  Following participation in a group endeavor, 
participants share their ideas and insights gained through firsthand experiences as to what can be done 
to improve accessibility and livability in a particular locale.  Below are several examples used by the 
agency: 

• Active Transportation Conferences - AMATS hosts conferences dedicated to
transportation-related topics designed to provoke discussions between policy makers and
the public.  The intent of the conferences are to help communities address and identify
needs that policymakers may have overlooked. These conferences are daylong events
with featured speakers and breakout sessions.

• Better Block - Better Block encourages the public to take one neighborhood block at a
time, start small, and actually do something.  It could be setting up new temporary bike
lanes; it could be makeshift street art or furniture; it could be a coffee shop, art gallery or
beer garden for a brief period of time.  These events help the public experience something
new in their neighborhoods by letting them see it, live it and - perhaps most importantly –
participate in actually creating it.

• Bike-N-Brainstorms - These events embark on a group bike ride along key corridors as an
alternative way to get feedback about on-road biking.  At the end of their ride, group
members participate in a brainstorming session with agency personnel and local officials
to share their ideas as to what can be done to improve bike travel within the area.

• Jane's Walk - Inspired by pioneering author and urban activist, Jane Jacobs, these events
provide opportunities for people to engage in city planning by meeting and exploring cities
through short walking tours.  During these tours, participants discuss what can be done to
make areas more pedestrian friendly.

The agency also welcomes invitations and suggestions from the public to participate and support 
community-oriented events benefitting the area's transportation systems. 

Community Outreach 

As part of its efforts to fashion a vibrant, livable Greater Akron area, AMATS frequently partners with 
various civic groups on a host of projects.  Among the agency's past partners have been the Barberton 
Community Foundation, The Knight Foundation, Leadership Akron, Neighborhood Development Services 
and Torchbearers. 

AMATS welcomes opportunities to work with new partners in appropriate community-oriented 
endeavors.  Those interested in seeking the agency's involvement should contact AMATS at 
amats@akronohio.gov or at 330-375-2436.   

Speakers' Bureau 

AMATS staff members are available by appointment to discuss technical and policy information with 
citizens and other interested parties during and outside of the agency's normal business hours.  Staffers 
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are also available by appointment to present technical and policy information to the public and to 
participate in a variety of forums such as panel discussions. 

Individuals and groups can request a speaker by contacting AMATS at amats@akronohio.gov or at 330-
375-2436.  Requests should be transmitted via the agency's public information coordinator.

Public Information 

As part of our efforts to provide the region with a transparent planning process, AMATS goes beyond 
merely accommodating requests for public information - which we will gladly do!  The agency 
disseminates all meeting materials one week prior to scheduled committee meeting dates via email and 
through postings on its web site - amatsplanning.org.  The public is welcome to subscribe to these 
electronic mailings.  All that's needed for a subscription to AMATS is a subscriber's name and their email 
address.  Postal delivery of materials may be arranged by special request at no charge to recipients.   

Many materials, such as our current and past reports, plans and studies are available for review and 
download on the agency web site.  Please note that selected draft and interim materials may be 
available for viewing and downloading only for specified times, such as public comment periods.     

Records of committee meetings are available in the form of minutes and MP3 podcasts on the agency 
web site.  AMATS will gladly forward pdf or printed versions of committee minutes to the public via 
email or postal delivery upon request.  The agency also offers a podcast subscriber service in which 
committee recordings can be automatically downloaded to your computer as soon as they become 
available. 

In addition, AMATS regularly distributes press releases and other information to Greater Akron area 
media regarding transportation-related events and developments.  The agency also provides a free 
annual report and a semi-annual newsletter to committee members, the media, and subscribers.  Other 
information and services such as traffic data, project status information, accident data and more are 
readily available on the agency web site.  The staff is available to answer questions regarding 
information that is not readily available on the site.  

Visualization 

Visualization is used to support public participation in the planning process.  Federal guidance calls for 
agencies such as AMATS to use visualization techniques.  Specifically, visualization is an aid used for 
presenting proposed plans or projects.  Through visual imagery, the complex character of proposed 
transportation plans, policies and programs can be portrayed at appropriate scales -- state, regional, 
local, project specific and from different points of view.  The effective presentation of a plan’s impact to 
the public has become an increasingly essential part of the planning and design of transportation 
systems. 

Examples of visualization techniques include: 

• maps, photos, air photos, bird’s eye views of the project area
• sketches, drawings and artist renderings
• powerpoint presentations, slide shows and videos
• simulated photos and videos, computer modeled images, interactive mapping systems, GIS

based scenario planning tools, photo manipulation and computer simulation
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• graphs, flowcharts
• dashboard summaries of data in place of lengthy spreadsheets
• icons and logos – using symbols that are familiar to the general public
• Concise text that summarizes complex ideas free of professional jargon
• Bulleted lists instead of an ocean of text

Planning documents traditionally contained a limited amount of visualization. By adding photos, images, 
flow charts, diagrams or maps to illustrate, transportation planning concepts may be more clearly 
conveyed. New technology has changed the communication process.  Providing visual images to a 
broader audience has become easy, fast and high quality.  

Visualization can provide the public and decision-makers a clear idea of the proposed policies and plans 
that affect the human and natural environment.  Visuals can make information understandable instantly 
or intuitively.  This new technology has made it possible to communicate what the proposed plan may 
look like when implemented. Visualization techniques assist planners and the public in understanding 
future projects and scenarios.   

The US Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides helpful information on using visualization for 
transportation planning: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/scenario_and_visualization/visualization_in_planning/visplanning.cfm 

Scenario Planning is a process through which transportation professionals and citizens work together to 
analyze and shape the long-term future of their communities. Scenario planning allows planners and 
community members to understand how different policies, plans, and programs will affect a community 
or region. This planning tool can be used in the transportation planning process to assess long-term 
risks, financial budgets, system management and operations, and corridor planning. Traditional scenario 
planning efforts assess possible outcomes by using measures such as traffic congestion, shifts in modal 
split (the percent use of cars, bicycles, public transit, walking), impacts on open spaces, or contributions 
to air pollution. 

Unique Populations 

AMATS strives to involve low-income and minority groups in the public participation process for the 
Greater Akron area.  The agency relies on the definitions of these populations provided by the United 
States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Order 5610.2(a) on Environmental Justice, contained in 
the Federal Register (May 2, 2012).  "Low-Income" is defined as a person whose median household 
income is at or below the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services poverty guidelines. 

A "Minority" is defined as a person who is: 

1) Black (a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa);
2) Hispanic (a person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other

Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race);
3) Asian (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast

Asia or the Indian subcontinent);
4) Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander (a person having origins in any of the original

peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands; or
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5) American Indian and Alaskan Native (a person having origins in any of the original
people of North America and who maintain cultural identification through tribal
affiliation or community recognition)

Using 2010 U.S. Census Bureau data, the agency recognizes where these groups are located within the 
region (p. 13-16) and seeks their involvement throughout the planning process using a mix of outreach 
strategies involving advertisements, community groups, press releases, social media and other available 
means.  The aforementioned Public Empowerment strategies, such as Better Block and Bike-N-
Brainstorms (p. 7), present valuable opportunities for the agency and members of these populations to 
coordinate, network and organize activities with direct participation and firsthand experiences given the 
targeted neighborhood scale of many of these events. 

The region is also witnessing growth in its Asian and Hispanic populations.  The agency also recognizes 
that the elderly represent another growing segment of the region’s population.  These populations have 
unique interests and needs which will contribute to and influence the area's transportation policies and 
systems.  AMATS recognizes this and strives to foster a dialogue with these and other diverse 
communities within the area.  Recently, the agency has increased its outreach efforts to these 
populations by initiating a dialogue with various organizations including: 

• the Akron National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
• the Akron Urban League
• Asian Services in Action, Inc.
• Direction Home Akron Canton
• the International Institute of Akron
• the Ohio Latino Affairs Commission
• Torchbearers
• VANTAGE Aging (Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP)
• and other community and neighborhood groups.

The agency actively pursues opportunities to collaborate on the development of transportation-related 
programs and projects with representatives of these populations.  Each public process confronts the 
challenge of getting traditionally underrepresented populations involved in the planning process.  These 
potentially underrepresented populations may include the youth and elderly of the community, persons 
with disabilities, and others who may be too busy or unable to attend public meetings. 

AMATS shall make every effort to accommodate the disparate and varied needs of these populations. 
The agency shall arrange for language translation assistance in circumstances where such assistance is 
warranted, e.g., during public meeting in communities where languages in addition to English are 
primarily spoken.  Agency personnel will arrange for American Sign Language (ASL) and spoken language 
translation assistance to be available if deemed appropriate, feasible and necessary.    

Long an adherent to the spirit and wording of Title VI of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive 
Orders 12898 and 13166, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the agency will broaden 
and continue its outreach to the region's many varied communities and populations.  The passages 
below demonstrate that the agency recognizes the importance of these federal requirements 
throughout the regional planning process. 
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Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR), Part 21 states that "no person in the United States 
shall on the grounds of race, color, or national origin be excluded from the participation in, or be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal 
Financial assistance."  In May 2024, AMATS updated the comprehensive AMATS Title VI - Program 
Procedures and Documentation Plan, which defines the agency's program, procedures and means of 
documentation.  AMATS employees are responsible for ensuring that the agency’s programs, policies, 
and services are developed, conducted and implemented without regard to a person’s race, color, 
national origin (including Limited English Proficiency), sex, disability, ancestry, religion, military status or 
age.  Employees must ensure that ethnic minorities and low-income populations are not adversely 
impacted, and aim to achieve full participation by these groups in the agency’s programs, policies and 
activities. 

AMATS' Public Information Coordinator and Title VI Coordinator are responsible for initiating and 
monitoring Title VI activities, preparing required reports, and other responsibilities as required by Title 
23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, and Title 49 CFR Part 21. 

Executive Order 12898 - Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and 
Low-Income Populations 

Executive Order 12898 requires that disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations be identified and addressed to achieve 
environmental justice.  Since the establishment of Title VI, Environmental Justice has been considered in 
local, state, and federal transportation projects.  Additionally, Title 28 CFR Section 42.104 of Title VI and 
related statutes require federal agencies to ensure that no person is excluded from participation in, 
denied the benefit of, or subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal 
financial assistance on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, or religion. 

Executive Order 13166 - Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP)   

Executive Order 13166 requires federal agencies to examine the services that they provide, identify any 
need for services to those with limited English proficiency (LEP), and develop and implement a system to 
provide those services so that LEP persons can have meaningful access to them.  This order also requires 
that recipients of federal financial assistance provide meaningful access to their LEP applicants and 
beneficiaries. 

To assist federal agencies in carrying out their LEP responsibilities, the U.S. Department of Justice has 
issued a Policy Guidance Document, 2002 LEP Guidance.  This document sets the compliance standards 
that recipients of federal financial assistance must follow to ensure that their programs and activities 
normally provided in English are accessible to LEP persons and thus do not discriminate on the basis of 
national origin in violation of Title VI's prohibition against national origin discrimination. 

Appendix E - Language Assistance Plan for Limited English Proficient Populations (p. 41-45) details 
how AMATS meets the needs of LEP populations within the Greater Akron area and evaluates 
the effectiveness of its efforts. 
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Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

The agency prides itself on its ongoing efforts to meet and exceed the standards outlined in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  AMATS will make every effort to arrange for translation, sign 
language and other special assistance at meetings for individuals with special needs who request them 
in a timely manner of at least three business days beforehand.     

In addition, our agency web site - amatsplanning.org - includes a link to language interpretation 
software to assist those for whom English is not the first language.  The AMATS Title VI - Program 
Procedures and Documentation Plan outlines other steps to include limited-English proficient persons in 
the planning process.        
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Procedure for Addressing and Processing Public Comments 

AMATS is committed to fostering a dialogue with our members, stakeholders and the public.  Public 
involvement should inform transportation planners early in the long-range planning process, through 
the project programming and project development phases of the transportation decision-making 
process. Effective public involvement allows transportation practitioners to access the public’s rich 
source of ideas and information, which allows for the early identification of opportunities and issues 
that may affect efficient project implementation. AMATS strives to employ an array of traditional and 
virtual public involvement techniques and strategies to broaden its engagement to all communities 
within the planning area. To ensure maximum effectiveness, AMATS routinely monitors the 
performance of their engagement techniques and strategies. 

As a metropolitan planning organization (MPO), AMATS is responsible for: 

• actively involving our members, stakeholders and the public in an open, cooperative, and
collaborative participation process

• providing meaningful opportunities to influence transportation decisions at any stage
• considering social, economic, and environmental consequences
• demonstrating to the public that transportation projects support land use plans and community

values
• consulting with interested parties to develop and document the Public Participation Plan (3P)
• evaluating the effectiveness of the 3P

To that end, AMATS incorporates a system for handling comments when they are received from the 
public.  

Procedure for Addressing and Processing Public Comments - 

1. Receive and acknowledge public comments promptly
2. Direct comments to the agency study director or planning administrator
3. Respond to public comments, answer questions, provide additional information
4. Incorporate survey responses or interactive web applications into planning documents or

recommendations.  Interactive webmaps allow people to drop pins on locations and leave
their ideas or describe their concerns.

5. Incorporate public input into the production of major planning documents and the planning
process

6. Demonstrate explicit consideration of and response to public input received during the
development of the regional transportation plan (Transportation Outlook), the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP), the unified planning work program, or any special studies

7. Incorporate all applicable public comments into the appendices of Transportation Outlook or
the TIP, along with agency staff responses

8. Incorporate all applicable public comments and survey summaries into the appendices of
plans and major studies, such as the Active Transportation Plan and Safe Streets for All
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Conclusion

Our agency aims to be as open as possible when it comes to sharing information and explaining why and 
how transportation decisions are made in the Greater Akron area. 

Our Public Participation Plan or "3P" is intended to appeal to as many different interested people 
through a mix of opportunities and strategies both digital and personal.     

AMATS will continue to explore new opportunities for public outreach as they become available. 
Outreach can be challenging and our agency is committed to receiving as much feedback as possible.
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Appendix A - 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 

A primary responsibility of AMATS is to prepare and maintain a long-term Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) that meets the travel needs of the region.  The RTP creates a framework for the region’s 
transportation system through the identification of needs and project recommendations.  It also sets the 
direction for transportation decisions, policy and planning throughout the region. 

Public participation is an integral part of preparing the RTP.  This is your chance for your voice to be 
heard!  Comments received during the review of the Draft RTP will be presented to the Policy 
Committee and other stakeholder planning agencies for consideration before final adoption of the RTP 
by the Policy Committee.     

Once a Draft RTP has been created, AMATS will: 

• Make copies of the draft available to the public at:

o AMATS website – amatsplanning.org
o AMATS office

• Tweet on @amatsplanning
• Post on facebook.com/amatsplanning
• Schedule at least one public meeting for review and comment
• Place advertisements in newspapers including the Akron Beacon Journal, the Record-Courier and

The Reporter and other publications deemed as appropriate by the AMATS staff.
• Send news releases
• Regularly maintain and update its lists of those interested parties and transportation stakeholders

that receive information pertaining to the area's transportation planning process.

Please note that AMATS will not limit itself to the activities identified above to promote awareness of 
the Draft RTP and will actively pursue additional opportunities to do so.     

Amending the Plan 

Periodically, local or state officials request that the approved RTP be modified, or that a project 
recommendation be added or dropped.  Such requests will be identified as either a major or minor 
amendment.  The individual amendment determines which public involvement procedures are 
appropriate.  The procedures for Major and Minor amendments and Administrative Modifications are 
described below. 

• Major Amendments

If the amendment involves a project recommendation that includes a new interchange; a new roadway 
or lane addition greater than one mile in length; a new major public transit project; commuter rail; or 
has a significant impact on air quality, then it will be considered a major amendment and public 
involvement for the amendment will follow the same procedures as the Draft RTP. 
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• Minor Amendments

If the amendment does not include a project such as one previously mentioned, it will be considered a 
minor amendment.  Such amendments will be available for public consideration and comment through 
the appropriate Meeting Packet link and the Get Involved page of the agency website - 
amatsplanning.org - prior to Policy Committee action. 

• Administrative Modifications

The staff is granted the discretion by the AMATS Policy Committee to implement minor revisions or 
administrative modifications to the Regional Transportation Plan, and various plan-related 
amendments, reports, and studies as may be warranted.  Such administrative modifications are largely 
grammatical and typographical corrections or revisions that do not require demonstration of fiscal 
constraint or an air quality conformity determination.   

For the sake of transparency, the staff will present all changes to the Regional Transportation Plan to the 
AMATS Policy Committee regardless as to whether they are amendments or minor administrative 
modifications. 

If adopted by the Policy Committee, amendments and administrative modifications will be included in 
the RTP and will be posted on the website. 
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Appendix B - 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
 
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the Greater Akron area's four-year program of 
highway, public transit, and bicycle and pedestrian projects.  It must be consistent with the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP).  Through the TIP process, projects are scored and selected, providing funding 
for area transportation projects.  
 
Public participation is necessary in the development of a sound TIP for the area.  Comments generated 
during the review of the Draft TIP will be presented to the Policy Committee and other stakeholder 
planning agencies for consideration before adoption of the Final TIP document by the Policy Committee.     
 
Once a Draft TIP has been created, AMATS will: 
 

• Make copies of the draft available to the public at: 
 

o AMATS website – amatsplanning.org 
o AMATS office 

 
• Tweet on @amatsplanning 
• Post on facebook.com/amatsplanning 
• Schedule at least one public meeting for review and comment 
• Place advertisements in newspapers including the Akron Beacon Journal, the Record-Courier and 

The Reporter and other publications deemed as appropriate by the AMATS staff. 
• Send news releases 
• Regularly maintain and update its lists of those interested parties and transportation stakeholders 

that receive information pertaining to the area's transportation planning process. 
 
Please note that AMATS will not limit itself to the activities identified above to promote awareness of 
the Draft TIP and will actively pursue additional opportunities to do so. 
 
Amending the TIP 
 
Periodically, state or local officials request that a project in the approved TIP be modified or cancelled or 
that a new project be added.  Such requests will be identified as either a major or minor amendment.  
The individual amendment determines which public involvement procedures are appropriate.  The 
procedures for Major and Minor amendments and Administrative Modifications are described below. 
   
• Major Amendments 

 
If the amendment involves a project that includes a new interchange; a new roadway or lane addition 
greater than one mile in length; a new major public transit project; commuter rail; or has a significant 
impact on air quality, then it will be considered a major amendment and public involvement for the 
amendment will follow the same procedures as the Draft TIP. 
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• Minor Amendments

If the amendment does not include a project such as one previously mentioned, it will be considered a 
minor amendment.  Such amendments will be available for public consideration and comment through 
the appropriate Meeting Packet link and the Get Involved page of the agency website - 
amatsplanning.org - prior to Policy Committee action. 

• Administrative Modifications

The staff is granted the discretion by the AMATS Policy Committee to implement minor revisions or 
administrative modifications to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and various TIP-related 
amendments, reports, and studies as may be warranted.  Such administrative modifications are largely 
grammatical and typographical corrections or revisions that do not require demonstration of fiscal 
constraint or an air quality conformity determination.   

For the sake of transparency, the staff will present all changes to the TIP to the AMATS Policy Committee 
regardless as to whether they are amendments or minor administrative modifications. 

If adopted by the Policy Committee, amendments and administrative modifications will be included in 
the TIP and will be posted on the website. 

Public Transportation Annual Program of Projects (Yearly Capital Program) 

AMATS assists our two local public transit agencies with public involvement regarding their annual 
capital projects development. Public notice of public involvement activities and time established for 
public review and comment on the TIP will satisfy the Program of Projects (POP) public review 
requirements of the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Section 5307 Program for METRO RTA and 
PARTA.  FTA’s 5307 program provides the bulk of funds used for capital spending, such as buying buses 
and preventive maintenance.   
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Appendix C - 
Involvement of Interested Parties and Public Comment 

The 2024 Public Participation Plan or "3P" describes AMATS' ongoing efforts to engage and involve the 
public in the metropolitan transportation planning process for the Greater Akron area.  3P is an update 
to the 2022 Public Participation Plan and will be an input into the upcoming Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).   

In developing 3P, AMATS is actively seeking consultation with interested parties and communities.  Our 
agency seeks to develop a policy document that engages the public and other private and public 
organizations by providing ample opportunities for input and involvement in the area's planning 
process.  It is our goal to base 3P on the insights of the area's citizens, community groups, affected 
public agencies and representatives of public transportation, freight shipping and pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation.   

The Draft 3P details how the agency will provide opportunities for public comment and involvement 
throughout the planning process and for its most significant products, the RTP and TIP.  These 
opportunities include posting committee meeting packets and MP3 podcasts on the AMATS website and 
using social media tools and non-traditional meetings and strategies to reach out to new audiences and 
communities.   

AMATS will continue to give special consideration to making all of its public meetings convenient and 
accessible.  Meetings of the AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee are scheduled in the evenings and 
in central locations.  Also, all materials, plans and information can be accessed 24 hours a day on the 
AMATS website - amatsplanning.org.  Additional review and involvement opportunities are provided 
during the development of the RTP and the TIP. 

AMATS provides a 45-day comment period for the Draft 3P.  During the 45-day period, the public may 
review and present comments for consideration by the AMATS Policy Committee for possible 
incorporation into the final version of the draft.  The preparation of the 2022 Draft 3P benefitted from a 
65-day comment period stemming from two fortuitous events: First, the changes sought by AMATS to
the 2022 version of the 3P were deemed by the agency to be of such regional significance that an
additional 20 days for public comment was warranted and; Secondly, the AMATS 2022 Committee
Meeting Calendar permitted the scheduling of two public meetings hosted by the AMATS Citizen
Involvement Committee (CIC) to present initial and final drafts of the 3P.

The 2022 Draft 3P was available for public comment for 65 days beginning on January 13, 2022 through 
March 18, 2022.  A Public Comment Form for the Draft 3P was available as a pdf for downloading 
through the agency web site - amatsplanning - and is presented as part of Appendix D (p. 22) with this 
draft document.  The Draft 3P was also presented to the public for review and comment during the 6:30 
p.m. meetings of the AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) scheduled for January 20, 2022 and
March 17, 2022 at the Akron-Summit County Public Library - Main Library located at 60 South Main
Street in Akron.  These meetings were promoted through advertisements in the Beacon Journal, Record-
Courier and The Reporter newspapers, press releases and various social media.  These ads will be
included in Appendix D when available.

The 2024 Draft 3P was available for public comment for 45 days beginning on October 28, 2024 through 
December 12, 2024.  A Public Comment Form for the Draft 3P was available as a pdf for downloading 

23



through the agency web site - amatsplanning - and is presented as part of Appendix D (p. 25) with this 
draft document.   

AMATS is continually seeking new ways to engage and involve the public and other agencies.  As new 
opportunities arise, they will be incorporated into the transportation planning process.  The 3P will be 
updated accordingly.  The public is encouraged to forward their opinions and suggestions regarding this 
document to AMATS Public Information Coordinator Kerry Prater via email at kprater@akronohio.gov 
or postal mail at the following address: 

Mr. Kerry Prater 
AMATS 
1 Cascade Plaza / Suite 1300 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1136 
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Appendix D - 
Comment Forms 

Comment Form – 2024 
         AMATS Draft Public Participation Plan - 3P 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________ 

Comments:_________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
To learn more about transportation planning in the Greater Akron area, please 
visit us online at amatsplanning.org. 
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Audience Participation Form 

The Policy Committee welcomes your comments. 
Please keep these guidelines in mind: 

· Please register by completing the application below.

· Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per person
at the beginning of the meeting.

· Groups wishing to address the Policy Committee should select a representative to present
the group’s position.

Please submit this form to a staff member prior to the meeting. 
Forms may also be completed online, faxed, or mailed. 

Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study 
1 Cascade Plaza  |  Suite 1300  |  Akron, Ohio 44308-1136 

Phone: 330-375-2436  |  Fax: 330-375-2275 
Web: amatsplanning.org/get-involved/ 

Name:________________________________________   Date_____________ 

Representing 
(optional):_________________________________________________________ 

Topic:_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:__________________  Email:_______________________________ 

Would you like to receive meeting material by mail Y___ N__ 
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Heating Assistance Available
Application Deadline: May 31, 2025

The Ohio Department of Development and Direction Home 
Akron Canton want to remind older Ohioans that assistance 
is available to help with their home energy bills. The Home 
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) helps Ohioans at or below 
175% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines pay their heating bills. 

Applied directly to the customer’s utility or bulk fuel bill, the 
benefit can help manage heating costs. 

Individuals need to have copies of the following documents:
•  Most recent utility bills
•  A list of all household members (including birth dates & 

Social Security numbers)
•  Proof of income for the past 30 days for all household 

members (12 months for certain income types)
•  Proof of U.S. citizenship or legal residency for all household 

members
•  Proof of disability (if applicable)

*HEAP benefits are applied to an individual’s energy bill after 
January 1st.

For more information or assistance with applying for 
HEAP, including a list of required documents, contact 

Direction Home Akron Canton at 877-770-5558.

To be connected to your local Energy Assistance provider, 
call (800) 282-0880 (hearing impaired clients may dial 711 for 

assistance) or visit www.energyhelp.ohio.gov.
AK-40180217

1680 Madison Ave.,
Wooster, Ohio 44691

Sponsored By:
The Wayne County

Arts & Crafts Guild

Season’s Splendor
Arts & Crafts Show

Friday, November 1, 2024 - 5pm-9pm
Saturday, November 2, 2024 - 9am-4pm

Fisher Auditorium
Shisler Conference Center

FREE 
ADMISSION

FOOD 
AVAILABLE

100 BOOTHS

AK-40343303

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 9/20/24. Average APY is 4.25%. Minimum deposit of $500 to open and earn stated APY. Deposits over $1,000,000 subject to review. No partial withdrawals. 
Offers and rates subject to change at any time. To qualify for a free American flag, customers must deposit $5,000 or more at one time into a Rising Rate CD in a branch location.

One flag per household. Supplies are limited and program may end at any time. Funds insured according to FDIC insurance requirements. ©2024 Third Federal

The Bonus of a Better BankThird Federal’s Rising Rate CD

Call or visit one of our convenient Northeast Ohio locations.    

With Third Federal’s new 3-Year Rising Rate CD, you 
can lock in higher rates now, before they are expected 
to go down. 

Your rate will keep increasing every year, even while 
rates are decreasing. Plus, this CD is penalty-free!

Lock in your rates now!

“We are proud to help people achieve 
the American dream of homeownership 

and financial security.”

Of course you can expect a great 

CD rate from Third Federal. 

But you’ll get much more too.

•  Great customer service.

•  A family-run business headquartered in Cleveland.

• A strong, stable and safe institution since 1938.

**Right now, to celebrate the American spirit, deposit 

$5,000 or more in this CD at any of our Northeast 

Ohio branches, and get a free American flag!**

Marc A. Stefanski - Chairman & CEO of Third Federal

4.75%
APY*

Year 3
$500 minimum

3.75%
APY*

Year 1

4.25%
APY*

Year 2

AK-40526945

We want to hear from you!
The Akron Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Study (AMATS) is 
updating its Public Participation 
Plan or “3P,” but we need one 
key element to update this plan 
successfully: You!  

AMATS needs public participation as it selects 
which highway, public transit, bike, and 
pedestrian projects are worthy of receiving 
federal funds.  The 3P identifies the strategies 
that the agency uses to engage and empower 
the public throughout the regional transportation 
planning process. 

The Draft 3P is available for review and comment 
until Dec. 12 at amatsplanning.org and our 
X and Facebook pages - @AMATSPlanning. 
The AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee 
(CIC) will present the Draft 3P during its Dec. 5 

virtual meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

AMATS is committed to ensuring that individuals with disabilities are able to 
participate fully in public programs, services, and activities.  Anyone who needs 
an accommodation from AMATS is invited to contact AMATS Public Information 
Coordinator Kerry Prater at 1 Cascade Plaza, Suite 1300, Akron, OH 44308, 
(voice) (330) 375-2436 as soon as possible.  If you require TDD phone service 
call Ohio Relay at 800-750-0750 and they will assist in contacting AMATS at (330) 
375-2436.

New Deal, which I call the Green New
Scam, and rescind all unspent funds
under the misnamed Infl�ation Reduc-
tion Act,” Trump said when he unveiled
elements of his economic policy plat-
form in a speech in September.

Trump campaign senior adviser Bri-
an Hughes told Reuters a broad rollback
of the IRA remains a top priority if he
wins the Nov. 5 election, arguing the
package has contributed to infl�ation
and expanded the defi�cit.

Rescinding any part of the IRA would
require an act of Congress.

The Biden administration has al-
ready worked to give out the vast major-
ity of IRA grants, but the law’s tax cred-
its are set to continue for years.

Frank Wolak, president of the Fuel
Cell & Hydrogen Energy Association,
said it will be essential for Congress to
protect the tax credits if Trump wins the
election.

“We’re going to just do some hard
educating on the IRA to our congres-

sional allies,” he said.

Allies with IRA benefi�ts

h Mosaic: Trump’s son-in-law and
former presidential adviser Kushner’s
private equity fund Affi�nity Partners in
2022 invested $200 million in Mosaic, a
California-based provider of fi�nancing
for solar energy and home effi�ciency im-
provements, according to investment
data provider PitchBook.

Founded in 2011 as a crowdfunding
startup, the company got a boost from
the IRA’s 30% tax credit for residential
solar, as well as its consumer incentives
for solar panels, electric heat pumps
and other effi�ciencies by raising con-
sumer interest for clean energy loans.

h Summit Carbon Solutions: Oil
magnate Hamm has long been an ener-
gy adviser and political fi�nancier for Re-
publican politicians, including Trump,
and in May hosted a Houston fundraiser
for Trump’s third presidential cam-
paign.

His company Continental Resources
in 2022 made a $250 million strategic
investment into Summit Carbon Solu-
tions, a carbon capture and sequestra-

tion, or CCS, project that will capture
CO2 from ethanol plants and other in-
dustrial sources in the Midwest.

Former Iowa Gov. Branstad, who
served as Trump’s ambassador to China
and remains a staunch ally, is Summit’s
chief policy adviser.

h Tesla: Tesla is a massive benefi�cia-
ry of IRA tax credits. The electric vehicle
and solar company called the package a
“signifi�cant boost towards accelerating
our mission” shortly after it passed into
law in 2022, despite CEO Musk’s public
hostility toward subsidies.

h Occidental Petroleum: Occidental
CEO Vicki Hollub co-hosted the Texas
fundraiser for Trump in May, which
helped rake in tens of millions for
Trump’s campaign.

h Energy Transfer: Energy Trans-
fer’s CEO Kelcy Warren is a longtime
supporter of Trump. The pipeline opera-
tor also participates in projects support-
ed by IRA tax credits, including two
planned Louisiana CCS hubs, and a hy-
drogen hub in Texas that recently won
just over $1 billion in Energy Depart-
ment funding.

h Cantor Fitzgerald: Trump’s transi-
tion team co-chair Lutnick is the CEO of

Cantor Fitzgerald, a major fi�nancial ser-
vices fi�rm that has made signifi�cant in-
vestments in companies that benefi�t
from the IRA.

As transition co-chair, Lutnick is
playing a key role in the search for high-
level appointees to staff� a potential
Trump administration, and he has also
served as a high-dollar fundraiser for
Trump.

Among the companies that Cantor
Fitzgerald has invested in that have
benefi�ted signifi�cantly from the IRA are
Invenergy, a renewable energy fi�rm that
is the top constituent of the Cantor Fitz-
gerald Infrastructure Fund.

The infrastructure fund has over
$150 million in total net assets, accord-
ing to a July news release, and its in-
vestment in Invenergy consists of
14.65% of that fund’s total investments.

The fund is also heavily invested in
NextEra Energy, the largest U.S. renew-
able energy developer.

Both companies have praised the IRA
as helpful to their businesses.

Cantor Fitzgerald has over $13 billion
in assets under management and pro-
vides a wide array of fi�nancial services. 

Trump allies
Continued from Page 4A
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We want to hear from you!
The Akron Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Study (AMATS) is 
updating its Public Participation 
Plan or “3P,” but we need one 
key element to update this plan 
successfully: You!  

AMATS needs public participation as it selects 
which highway, public transit, bike, and 
pedestrian projects are worthy of receiving 
federal funds.  The 3P identifies the strategies 
that the agency uses to engage and empower 
the public throughout the regional transportation 
planning process. 

The Draft 3P is available for review and comment 
until Dec. 12 at amatsplanning.org and our 
X and Facebook pages - @AMATSPlanning. 
The AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee 
(CIC) will present the Draft 3P during its Dec. 5 
virtual meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
AMATS is committed to ensuring that individuals with disabilities are able to 
participate fully in public programs, services, and activities.  Anyone who needs 
an accommodation from AMATS is invited to contact AMATS Public Information 
Coordinator Kerry Prater at 1 Cascade Plaza, Suite 1300, Akron, OH 44308, 
(voice) (330) 375-2436 as soon as possible.  If you require TDD phone service 
call Ohio Relay at 800-750-0750 and they will assist in contacting AMATS at (330) 
375-2436.

There’s a battle being
waged between people
who see birth control as
essential for women’s
health and self-determi-
nation, and to avoid abor-
tions – and those who
claim some forms of con-
traception cause abor-
tions and should not be
funded by taxpayers. 

Birth control remains
legal in all 50 states and
can be purchased over
the counter with no age
limit. Some groups that
oppose abortion support
the wide availability of
birth control to help pre-
vent unwanted pregnan-
cies. But lawmakers in at
least seven states have
attempted to cut off� fund-
ing or scuttle bills that en-
sure access to some pop-
ular forms of birth con-
trol. Opposition to birth
control has made contra-
ception harder to access
in many places and, ex-
perts say, unnecessarily
scared people away from
safe, eff�ective methods
for preventing pregnancy.

Major medical groups
and 10 health researchers
interviewed by USA TO-
DAY say there is no evi-
dence that any of the
popular forms of birth
control end human lives. 

Logically, people who
think abortion is murder
should be supporting
birth control, said Dana
Singiser, co-founder of
Contraceptive Access
Initiative. “The opposite
is happening,” she said.

“There’s no question
that there’s a war on con-
traceptives,” said Dr. Dan
Grossman, a professor of
medicine at the Univer-
sity of California, San
Francisco, and director of
the school’s Advancing
New Standards in Repro-
ductive Health program.
“There’s been a lot of
rhetoric and misinforma-
tion coming from anti-
abortion groups alleging
that contraceptive meth-
ods do cause abortions,
which seem to be an at-
tempt to set them up for
further restriction.”

On Oct. 21, the White
House proposed new
rules under the Aff�ord-
able Care Act that would
require private insurers
to cover the cost of over-
the-counter birth control
– including emergency
contraception pills, non-
prescription birth control
pills, spermicides and
condoms – without addi-
tional cost to patients.

The proposed rule,
which came two weeks
before the presidential
election, requires a 60-
day comment period. If fi�-
nalized, it would bring
no-cost birth control to
52 million American
women who have private
health care insurance. 

“At a time when con-
traception access is un-
der attack, Vice President
Harris and I are resolute
in our commitment to ex-
panding access to quality,
aff�ordable contracep-
tion,” President Joe Biden
said in a statement. 

Conservative concern
about contraception

The anticontraceptive
push is being led by
groups that say birth con-
trol methods such as
IUDs and the “morning-
after” pill, which includes
popular brands such as
Plan B and ella, cause
abortions and should not
be funded by taxpayer
money.

A group called Stu-
dents for Life goes fur-
ther, calling birth control

pills, IUDs, birth control
implants and emergency
contraception all aborti-
facients. They say only
condoms, diaphragms,
vaginal sponges, spermi-
cide and “natural family
planning” – that is, the
rhythm method – are ac-
ceptable.

At the state level, law-
makers have based sever-
al legislative eff�orts on
these beliefs:

h In Colorado in 2015,
some conservative law-
makers tried to stop a
program that provided
free IUDs because they
said the devices could
cause abortions.

h In 2022, some Mis-
souri lawmakers wanted
to stop the state’s Medi-
caid agency from paying
for IUDs and emergency
contraceptives because
they said they caused
abortions.

h Since 2022, Idaho
public college and univer-
sity health clinics have
only been allowed to pro-
vide condoms, “to protect
against disease.” No other
method of birth control
may be off�ered.

h Oregon Right to Life,
a group opposed to abor-
tion, asked in 2023 to be
exempted from a state
law requiring health in-
surance plans to cover
birth control so that it
doesn’t have to fund IUDs
and morning-after pills.

h Oklahoma lawmak-
ers in February proposed
a bill that would ban the
morning-after pill and
some IUDs.

h In Louisiana, a bill
this spring to protect ac-
cess to contraceptives
was derailed because
lawmakers were con-
cerned some types
caused abortions.

h Virginia Gov. Glenn
Youngkin vetoed a bill in
May protecting access to
contraception, saying be-
cause some Virginians
believed it causes abor-
tions, their religious free-
doms could not be tram-
pled by such a require-
ment.

And in the U.S. Senate,
a bill introduced in June
called the Right to Con-
traception Act, which
would have protected
birth control access,
failed when all but two
Republicans voted
against it.

Not all abortion oppo-
nents are anticontracep-
tion. In Idaho, which has
some of the most restric-
tive laws governing abor-
tion and access to contra-
ception, three Republican
women, two of them law-
makers, came together to
found the Idaho Contra-

ceptive Education Net-
work.

“The fact of the matter
is that all birth control
methods are essential
tools to prevent pregnan-
cy; they do not terminate
existing pregnancies,”
said board member Tara
Malek. “We know that the
majority of Republicans
in Idaho support access
to birth control, including
IUDs and emergency
contraception.”

Biology and
misinformation

“Contraception by def-
inition is prevention of
pregnancy, not the inter-
ruption of pregnancy,”
Emma Chew Murphy, a
doctor at the University
of California, San Fran-
cisco’s department of ob-
stetrics, gynecology & re-
productive sciences.
“Birth control does not
cause abortion.”

Doctors and reproduc-
tive health experts say
opposition to birth con-
trol is based on a misun-
derstanding of biology.

According to the med-
ical defi�nition, pregnancy
occurs when a fertilized
egg implants into the ute-
rus, said Dr. Beverly Gray,
a professor of obstetrics
and gynecology at Duke
University in North Caro-
lina. This is accepted
medical understanding
according to the Ameri-
can College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists.

The central conun-
drum is that while medi-
cal science says a preg-
nancy begins at implan-
tation, a substantial por-
tion of Americans believe
life begins at fertilization.
The question for them is
then whether IUDs and
emergency contraception
can harm a fertilized egg.

But even for those who
believe fertilization, not
implantation, is the be-
ginning of life, doctors
say opposition to contra-

ception is based on a mis-
understanding of how it
works. Birth control
methods do not threaten
human life, they say, be-
cause in almost every
case, the egg is never fer-
tilized.

To better understand
why popular birth control
methods don’t cause
abortions, it helps to
learn exactly how they
work, several doctors told
USA TODAY. 

An intrauterine device
is a piece of thin, fl�exible
plastic about 1 inch long
that is inserted long-term
into the uterus. Some
contain copper, some
contain tiny amounts of
hormones. They last be-
tween three and 10 years
depending on the type.

IUDs are more than
99% eff�ective in prevent-
ing pregnancy. About 14%
of patients of reproduc-
tive age in the U.S. use
them as birth control –
more than 9 million

Americans.
Slightly more than

two-thirds of the IUDs
used in America contain
small amounts of proges-
tin, according to the Na-
tional Institutes of
Health. These thicken the
mucus at the mouth of
the cervix so that sperm
cannot get to the egg. “It
almost makes it like ce-
ment,” said Gray, of Duke.

IUDs also inhibit ovu-
lation in about 12% of pa-
tients, meaning they
don’t produce an egg for a
sperm to fertilize.

The second form of
IUD contains a small bit
of copper. When these are
used, sperm and egg do
not meet because the
copper harms sperm’s
ability to swim so they
can’t get to the egg
through the vagina, ute-
rus and fallopian tubes.

“It mainly works as a
spermicide,” said Amy Al-
spaugh, a professor in the
College of Nursing at the

University of Tennessee
who studies reproductive
health.

In addition, the IUD
can make it less likely the
recently released egg
could accept a sperm,
said Dr. Deborah Bartz, a
professor of obstetrics,
gynecology and repro-
ductive health at Harvard
Medical School. “If for
whatever reason some
rogue sperm were able to
swim up to get to the egg
that had gone through the
ovulation process, it also
changes the egg,” making
fertilization impossible,
she said.

In very rare instances,
an IUD might keep a fer-
tilized egg from implant-
ing. Research done 28
years ago did fi�nd that, in
a very small number of
cases, it was possible,
though not proven, that a
sperm might manage to
reach an egg and fertilize
it. However, due to
changes in the fallopian
tubes, it would be unable
to travel down to the ute-
rus to implant.

The overall fi�nding
was that in IUD users,
embryos are formed at a
signifi�cantly lower rate.
“Therefore, the common
belief that the major
mechanism of action of
IUDs in women is through
destruction of embryos in
the uterus (i.e., abortion)
is not supported by the
available evidence,” the
paper stated.

Emergency
contraception

IUDs can also be used
as a type of emergency
contraception if they are
inserted within fi�ve days 

‘There’s a war on contraceptives’
Misconceptions can keep women
from popular birth control methods

Elizabeth Weise
USA TODAY

An intrauterine device is a piece of thin, flexible plastic about 1 inch long that is
inserted long-term into the uterus. Some contain copper, some contain tiny
amounts of hormones. They last between three and 10 years depending on the
type. VALENTINE CHAPUIS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES FILE

See METHODS, Page 8A
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Maplewood Career Center’s

CHRISTMAS In 
THE WOODS

Craft Show

•35th Year
•Pictures with Santa

•Great Food
•All Handmade Items

•Baked Goods

FREE
Parking and 
Admission

Friday, November 1st, 
5:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

Saturday, November 2nd, 
10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Over 120 Vendors!
*No Strollers Please

(330) 296-2892 
7075 SR 88, Ravenna, OH

KO-40399461

KO-40563267

We want to hear from you!
The Akron Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Study (AMATS) is 
updating its 

 or “ ,” but we need one 
key element to update this plan 
successfully: You!  

AMATS needs public participation as it selects 
which highway, public transit, bike, and 
pedestrian projects are worthy of receiving 
federal funds.  The  identifies the strategies 
that the agency uses to engage and empower 
the public throughout the regional transportation 
planning process. 

The Draft  is available for review and comment 
until Dec. 12 at amatsplanning.org and our 
X and Facebook pages - @AMATSPlanning. 
The AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee 
(CIC) will present the Draft  during its Dec. 5 
virtual meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
AMATS is committed to ensuring that individuals with disabilities are able to 
participate fully in public programs, services, and activities.  Anyone who needs 
an accommodation from AMATS is invited to contact AMATS Public Information 
Coordinator Kerry Prater at 1 Cascade Plaza, Suite 1300, Akron, OH 44308, 
(voice) (330) 375-2436 as soon as possible.  If you require TDD phone service 
call Ohio Relay at 800-750-0750 and they will assist in contacting AMATS at (330) 
375-2436.

Aurora schools
proposing facility
project

Issue 32 is a 7.57-mill
bond issue to raise more
than $136 million to pay
off a large-scale facilities-
improvement project over
37 years.

It is estimated to cost
$265 per year per
$100,000 in home value.

District officials say
that the project is needed
both to address needs of
the individual buildings,
as well as current crowd-
ing at some schools and
increasing population an-
ticipated in coming years.

The plan includes the
construction of a new
274,000-square-foot
high school and work on
three of the four other ex-
isting buildings, includ-
ing:

h Converting the exist-
ing high school for a mid-
dle school for grades six to
eight.

h Harmon Middle
School would become an
intermediate school for
grades three to five.

h Leighton Elementary
School, now for grades
three to five, would take
over for Craddock Ele-
mentary School as the
district’s building for
grades one and two. It
would also house pre-
kindergarten classes.

h Miller Elementary
School, now for pre-K and
kindergarten students,
would be an all-kinder-
garten school.

h The 113-year-old
Craddock Elementary
School, the district’s old-
est building, would be
closed and possibly de-
molished. 

h The levy also would
fund maintenance issues
and external work, in-
cluding athletic fields and
parking lots.

The district began
work on developing a fa-
cility master plan in
March 2022, which in-
cluded collecting commu-
nity and school staff feed-
back during meetings and
open houses.

District officials are
conducting informational
virtual meetings, called
“lunch and learns,” with
Superintendent Mike Ro-
berto and Treasurer Bill

Volosin, from noon to
12:30 p.m. each day this
week. For more informa-
tion check Aurora City
Schools’ project page at
sites.google.com/view/
acsd-facility-master-
planning/home or the
committee’s website,
www.auroraohlevy.com.

Ravenna schools
trying to prevent
budget crunch

Voters in Ravenna City
School District will see Is-
sue 33, an 8.31-mill, five-
year levy that is projected
to raise $3.25 million each
year for operating costs.

It would cost home-
owners $291 per year per
$100,000 in property val-
ue. 

This will be the dis-
trict’s fourth attempt to
pass an operating levy.
The most recent was in
March, when voters re-
jected a 6.9-mill, five-year
levy that would have gen-
erated $2.7 million annu-
ally.

“Ravenna School Dis-
trict is in a state of fiscal
caution with the state of
Ohio, and that means that
there’s additional moni-
toring by the state, addi-
tional reporting, and the
potential to fall deeper
into a state of fiscal cri-
sis,” said Laura Wunderle,
who is deputy treasurer
and handles communica-
tions for Friends of Rav-
enna Schools, which is
campaigning for the levy.

“So, a state of fiscal
watch or fiscal emergency
are very real possibilities
within our schools, spe-
cifically without this levy
funding,” said Wunderle.

The Ohio Department

of Education and Work-
force placed Ravenna City
Schools in fiscal caution
earlier this year, in re-
sponse to the district’s
May 2024 five-year fore-
cast, which projected def-
icits of $3,143,154 in Fiscal
Year 2025, and $7,010,642
in fiscal year 2026.

In response, the dis-
trict has eliminated busi-
ng for all high school stu-
dents and restricted it for
the lower grades. In addi-
tion, said Wunderle, the
district has cut more than
30 staff members in the
last three years, including
teachers. At least some of
these cuts have been
through attrition and
combining positions.

“Last year, our class
size, our ratio, was 19 to 1,
and this year, it’s an aver-
age of 24 to 1,” she said.

Other cuts have in-
cluded consolidating girls
and boys middle school
sports teams into co-ed
teams, to reduce the cost
of coaches and transpor-
tation.

According to the Ohio
Auditor of State, fiscal
caution is the initial cate-
gory for a school district
that is in financial dis-
tress. 

“There’s a real possi-
bility that we would fall
into fiscal emergency for
the school district, which
basically means that de-
cision-making powers
would be removed from
the school board, from the
staff, parents, communi-
ty,” said Wunderle. “The
say that all of those enti-
ties have in school district
operations would be lim-
ited, severely limited, or
removed, because the
state would be the one

who was dictating kind of
how things were run and
the school district would
be responsible for just re-
sponding to those things.
So our community would
lose their voice in that un-
til financial solvency was
sorted out.”

For more information,
check Friends of Ravenna
Schools’ website
www.supportravennas-
chools.com. The district’s
website is www.raven-
naschools.us.

Other school levies on
the ballot

Other school levies on
the Nov. 5 ballot affecting
some Portage County vot-
ers include:

Issue 34 − Stow-Mun-
roe Falls City School Dis-
trict, an 8.89-mill bond is-
sue to raise nearly $240
million over 35 years to
construct four new ele-
mentary schools and a
new middle school, and
demolish existing
schools. It would cost
homeowners $311 per year
per $100,000 in home val-
ue.

Issue 35 − Streetsboro
City School District, re-
newal of a 3.5-mill, five-

year levy that raises near-
ly $1.66 million annually
for current expenses. It
costs homeowners $82
per year per $100,000 in
home value.

Issue 36 − Streetsboro
City School District, re-
newal of a 3.9-mill, five-
year levy that raises near-
ly $1.92 million annually
for current expenses. It
costs homeowners $97
per year per $100,000 in
home value.

Issue 37 − Tallmadge
City School District, re-
placement levy restoring
an existing levy to 1.25
mills. It would collect
$807,000 per year, and
cost property owners $40
per year per $100,000 in
home value. 

Issue 38 − Mogadore
Local School District, ad-
ditional 5.9-mill, five year
levy that would collect
$743,000 annually, and
cost homeowners $207
per year per $100,000 in

home value.
Issue 39 − Springfield

Local School District, re-
newal of a 1.62-mill, five-
year levy that generates
$930,000 annually. It
costs homeowners $50
per year per $100,000 in
home value.

Issue 40 − Springfield
Local School District, re-
newal of a 2.79-mill, five-
year levy that generates
$1.6 million annually. The
levy costs homeowners
$50 per year per $100,000
of home value.

Issue 41 − Springfield
Local School District, re-
newal of a 7-mill, five-
year levy that generates
$2.34 million, costing
homeowners $110 per year
per $100,000 of home val-
ue.

Akron Beacon Journal
reporter April Helms con-
tributed to this story. 

Reporter Jeff Saunders
can be reached at jsaun-
ders@recordpub.com.

Levies
Continued from Page 1A

This artists rendering shows what a new Aurora High School might look like if
voters approve a 7.57-mill, 37-year bond issue on the Nov. 5 ballot to raise more
than $136 million for a major facilities project Aurora schools have been planning
for more than two years. PROVIDED BY THEN DESIGN ARCHITECTURE
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Appendix E - 

Language Assistance Plan for Limited English Proficient Populations

It is the policy of AMATS to provide meaningful access to all of its programs and services to all 
individuals, including those who are limited in English proficiency.  AMATS recognizes that there are 
many individuals for whom English is not their primary language.  Individuals who do not speak English 
as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English can 
be limited-English proficient or "LEP."  These individuals are entitled to language assistance with respect 
to a particular type or service, benefit, or encounter.  By definition, the term LEP refers to any person 
age 5 and older who reported speaking English less than "very well" as classified by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  The term "English proficient" refers to people who reported speaking English only or speaking 
English "very well" on their Census response form.  If a respondent answered that they spoke English 
“well,’’ then they would still be considered LEP.   

According to the 2013 American Community Survey, 0.18 percent of the AMATS area population is 
unable to speak any English.  The U.S. Census Bureau – American Fact Finder (2016-2022) reports there 
are several languages spoken in the AMATS area.  Some of these languages include Spanish, Russian, 
Chinese, Hmong, and Nepalese.  Language for LEP individuals can be a barrier to: accessing important 
benefits or services; understanding and exercising important rights; complying with applicable 
responsibilities; and understanding other information provided by federally funded programs and 
activities. 

Many individual federal programs, states, and localities have provisions requiring language services for 
LEP individuals.  Federal laws applicable to language access include Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as well as Title VI regulations, prohibiting discrimination based on national origin, and Executive 
Order 13166 issued in 2000 by then-President Bill Clinton.  Executive Order 13166 is an order to federal 
agencies stating that people who are LEP should have meaningful access to federally conducted and 
federally funded programs and activities.  This order requires federal agencies to examine the services 
that they provide, identify any need for services to those with limited-English proficiency, and develop 
and implement a system to provide those services so that LEP persons can have meaningful access to 
them.  It is expected that agency plans provide for such access consistent with the fundamental mission 
of the agency.  Executive Order 13166 also requires that the federal agencies work to ensure that 
recipients of federal financial assistance provide meaningful access to their LEP applicants and 
beneficiaries. 

To assist federal agencies in carrying out these responsibilities, the U.S. Department of Justice has issued 
a Policy Guidance Document entitled, Enforcement of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - National 
Origin Discrimination Against Persons With Limited English Proficiency (LEP Guidance).  This guidance 
sets forth the compliance standards that recipients of federal financial assistance such as AMATS must 
follow to ensure that their programs and activities normally provided in English are accessible to LEP 
persons and thus do not discriminate on the basis of national origin. 

AMATS is committed to taking measures to assure that individuals are not excluded from participating in 
programs simply because they face challenges communicating in English.  The purpose of the LEP Plan 
contained in Appendix E is to outline the steps that AMATS follows to provide language assistance for 
LEP persons seeking meaningful access to AMATS programs and services.  For further discussion of the 
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agency's LEP Plan, please consult the AMATS Title VI - Program Procedures and Documentation (May 
2024).  This document is available at amatsplanning.org.  

Determining the Need 

Recipients of federal funding and federal agencies are required to take reasonable steps to ensure 
meaningful access to their programs and activities by LEP persons.  AMATS considers various factors in 
its pursuit to provide meaningful access to LEP communities and populations within the Greater Akron 
area.  Following guidance from the U. S. Department of Transportation, four factors serve as the 
developmental foundation of this LEP Plan.  These four factors and how the agency considers them are 
presented below:  

1. The number or proportion of LEP persons eligible in the service area or likely to encounter an
AMATS-funded program, activity or service.

This first factor is the basis of the agency's LEP Plan.  It requires AMATS to review U.S. Census data to 
determine if a language meets the LEP "Safe Harbor" Threshold.  The agency determines the Safe Harbor 
Threshold by initially analyzing LEP demographic data for two to three of the largest identified language 
groups other than English within the Greater Akron area.  The threshold is then calculated by dividing 
the population estimate for a language group that “Speaks English not well, or not at all” by the total 
population of the county.  The LEP Safe Harbor Threshold provision stipulates that for each LEP group 
that meets the LEP language threshold (5 percent or 1,000 individuals, whichever is less) AMATS must 
provide translation of vital documents in written format for the non-English users.  Examples of written 
translation of vital documents include the AMATS Title VI - Program Procedures and Documentation 
Plan and/or public notices, Title VI Complaint Procedures and Title VI Complaint Forms. 

According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 6.2 percent of the population of the Greater Akron area 
speak a language other than English at home.  AMATS recognizes that this percentage is likely to 
increase in the future given current demographic trends. 

Language Spoken At Home 
(U.S. Census 2016-2022 American Community Survey)* 

Number Percentage 
Only English 623,412 93.8% 
Spanish 7,848 1.2% 
Other Indo-European 12,285 1.8% 
Asian/Pacific Island Language 3,941 0.6% 
Other 16,884 2.5% 
Total 664,370 100.0% 

* - Based on the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey's 2022 five-year estimates (2016-2022) for “Age by Language Spoken at
Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and Over."  Table C16001 

2. The frequency with which LEP individuals come into contact with an AMATS-funded program.

LEP persons are persons identified as speaking English less than very well, not well or not at all.  Just 
because a person speaks a language other than English doesn’t mean they don’t speak English or are 
identified as LEP.  AMATS and its contractors, if relevant, will be trained on what to do when they 
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encounter a person that speaks English less than well.  AMATS or its contractor will track the number of 
encounters and consider making adjustments as needed to its outreach efforts to ensure meaningful 
access to all persons and specifically to LEP and minority populations of AMATS’ programs and services.    

AMATS maintains records of public meetings and phone inquiries in order to assess the frequency with 
which staff has possibly been in contact with LEP persons.  AMATS staff has no record of receiving a 
request for an interpreter nor has there been any request for translated documents to the agency in its 
capacity as the Greater Akron area's federally designated metropolitan planning organization.   

3. The nature and importance of the program, activity or service provided by AMATS to the
LEP population.

AMATS understands that an LEP person with language barrier challenges also faces difficulties obtaining 
health care, education or access to employment.  A transportation system is a key link to connecting LEP 
persons to these essential services.  AMATS has identified activities and services which would have 
serious consequences to individuals if language barriers prevented access to information or the benefits 
of those programs.  The activities and services include providing emergency evacuation instructions in 
our facilities and providing information to the public on security awareness or emergency preparedness. 

AMATS’ assessment of what programs, activities and services that are most critical include contact with 
community organizations that serve LEP persons, as well as contact with LEP persons themselves to 
obtain information on the importance of the modes or the types of services that are provided to the LEP 
populations.   

It should be noted that AMATS does not provide any actual transportation services beyond its 
participation with statewide partners in the contract for Gohio Commute, a carpool matching web site.  
As the Greater Akron area's federally designated metropolitan planning organization, the agency is 
responsible for the federal transportation funding that reaches communities within its region and for 
ensuring that there is public participation in how that funding is spent.     

4. The resources available to AMATS and overall costs to provide LEP assistance.

Translation of all AMATS plans and materials is limited due to cost restrictions.  Further, the LEP 
population in the region is not necessarily of a significant proportion to warrant such expenses.  The 
agency does provide translation services for information and items posted on its web site - 
amatsplanning.org.  The agency will provide translation services at AMATS-hosted events in situations 
deemed appropriate and necessary by the staff or in those situations where a request for such 
assistance is relayed to the staff in a timely manner of at least three business days beforehand. 

Although AMATS does not have a separate budget for LEP outreach, the agency will continue to work 
with the city of Akron and the Greater Akron area's transit providers - METRO RTA of Summit County 
and the Portage Area Regional Transportation Authority (PARTA) in Portage County - to implement low 
cost methods of reaching LEP persons.  For example, the city of Akron has a Spanish speaking person on 
staff, as do METRO RTA and PARTA.  These resources ensure that AMATS can provide assistance to LEP 
Spanish-speaking persons, if needed.  In addition, AMATS and our transit providers work with local 
advocacy groups to reach LEP populations. 
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With due consideration of the aforementioned four factors, the AMATS LEP Plan for the 3P, is outlined 
below: 

LEP Implementation Plan 

AMATS will strive to accommodate those members of the public who are LEP.  If an LEP individual or 
someone on their behalf should contact AMATS for assistance, the agency staff will take the name and 
contact information of the person in need of assistance.  The staff will work with available 
interpreter/translator services to assist LEP individuals in their understanding of the transportation 
planning process.  The staff shall promote the availability of LEP assistance upon timely request by LEP 
individuals through various available media prior to public meetings, comment periods and public 
empowerment events. 

For those with limited-English proficiency, the AMATS website - amatsplanning.org - makes translations 
available of all of its pages.  An automatic translation button allows the AMATS website to be made 
accessible in Chinese, French and Spanish with the potential for additional languages in the future. 

Outreach programs, particularly in the area of bicycle and pedestrian safety education, include the 
distribution of educational material.  The production of multilingual publications and documents and/or 
interpretation at meetings/events will be provided to the degree that funding permits and based on 
current laws and regulations.  Educational material, e.g., safety brochures, provided free-of-charge from 
various entities, such as the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will be ordered and 
distributed at AMATS public participation events.  When available, copies of brochures, pamphlets, and 
similar documents, in other languages will be secured and distributed at events which are held 
throughout the Greater Akron area.   

Citizen involvement with AMATS and/or its three committees is voluntary.  AMATS provides ample 
opportunities for the public to comment on the use of federal funds throughout the regional planning 
process and specifically during development of the four-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
and the long-range Regional Transportation Plan.   

With the recognition that transportation projects impact all residents, AMATS strives to encourage an 
understanding of the process and promote opportunities to comment. 

Monitoring and Updating the LEP Plan 

The staff, in concert with the Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC), monitors the implementation of the 
agency's LEP Plan.  The CIC meets regularly and invites anyone with an interest in regional planning to 
participate in their meetings and activities.  

The AMATS LEP Plan is designed to be a living document that can be updated easily.  Updates will 
examine all plan components, including: 

• How to identify persons who may need language assistance.

• Examine past records from past meetings and events for requests for language
assistance in order to anticipate possible need for assistance at upcoming meetings, i.e.,
a tracking system.
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• Review to determine staff training needs.

• Address all completed Nondiscrimination Complaint Forms received by the staff.  This
form is available on the agency web site - amatsplanning.org.  Using this form, citizens
may describe in detail why they believe that their concerns or needs are not being
addressed by the agency.

AMATS will post this LEP Plan and related materials on its web site at amatsplanning.org.  Any person, 
including social service, non-profit, and law enforcement agencies and other community partners with 
internet access, will be able to access the plan.  Printed copies will be made available upon request.  

Any questions or comments regarding this LEP Plan should be directed to: 

AMATS 
1 Cascade Plaza / Suite 1300 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1136 

Telephone - 330-375-2436 
Fax - 330-375-2275 
E-Mail - amats@akronohio.gov
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Appendix F - 
Title VI Complaint Procedures

Any person who believes that he or she has been excluded from participation in or has been denied the 
benefits or services of any program actively administered by ODOT or its sub-recipients, MPOs and 
RTPOs, on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability, or income status may file a 
complaint of discrimination under Title VI, other non-discrimination statutes, and executive orders. The 
person filing the complaint may submit the written complaint to any agency (local government, MPO, 
ODOT or directly to FHWA/FTA). Once received, the most relevant federal funding source is used to 
determine which agency will lead the investigation. For FTA-funded programs, most investigative work 
would be completed at the local level. For FHWA-funded programs, agencies should route the complaint 
up the government agency hierarchy to the FHWA District Office, who will initiate the investigation. 
Please see Appendix E for additional information on the Title VI complaint process.  

At a minimum, an agency must: 

1. Inform the public of the local Title VI policy and outline the steps an individual must complete to
successfully file a complaint. This information should be readily available and easy to access.
Examples of where Title VI information (and access to complaint forms) might be effectively
disseminated include:

• Prominent placement on the agency’s website (home page link and/or a dedicated
Title VI page)

• Posters prominently placed in common areas of agency’s facilities
• Brochures at public events

2. Provide the mailing address where complaints can be filed

3. Provide the contact information of the office that can answer questions regarding the
complaint filing process (Title VI Coordinator, etc.)

The AMATS Title VI Complaint Form is included in Appendix F and is provided in both English and 
Spanish versions. 
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AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (AMATS) 

TITLE VI /CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINT FORM 

1 of 2 

Section I 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone (Home): Telephone (Work): 

Electronic Mail (E-Mail) Address: 

Accessible Format 

Requirements? 

Large Print Audio Tape 

TDD Other 

Section II 

Are you filing this complaint on your own behalf? Yes* No 

*If you answered "yes" to this question, go to Section III.

If not, please supply the name and relationship of the 

person for whom you are filing this complaint:  

Please explain why you have filed for a third party: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please confirm that you have obtained the permission of the 

aggrieved party if you are filing on behalf of a third party.  

Yes No 

Section III 

I believe the discrimination I experienced was based on (check all that apply): 

[  ] Race     [  ] Color [  ] National Origin   [  ] Other_______________ 

Date of Alleged Discrimination (Month, Day, Year): _________________ 

Explain as clearly as possible what happened and why you believe you were discriminated 

against.  Describe all persons who were involved.  Include the name and contact 

information of the person(s) who discriminated against you (if known) as well as names 

and contact information of any witnesses.  If more space is needed, please use the back of 

this form. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Section IV 

Have you previously filed a Title VI complaint with this 

agency? 

Yes No 

47



AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (AMATS) 

TITLE VI /CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINT FORM 

2 of 2 

Section V 

Have you filed this complaint with any other Federal, State, or local agency, or with any 

Federal or State court?  

[ ] Yes [ ] No 

If yes, check all that apply: 

[ ] Federal Agency:   

[ ] Federal Court  [ ] State Agency 

[ ] State Court  [ ] Local Agency 

Please provide information about a contact person at the agency/court where the 

complaint was filed:  

Name: 

Title: 

Agency: 

Address: 

Telephone: 

Section VI 

Name of agency complaint is against: 

Contact person: 

Title: 

Telephone number: 

You may attach any written materials or other information that you think is relevant to your 

complaint. 

Signature and date required: 

___________________________________________  ______________________ 

Signature    Date 

Please submit this form in person at the address below, or mail this form to: 

Jeff Gardner 

Title VI Coordinator 

Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) 

Suite 1300 PNC Building 

1 Cascade Plaza / Akron, Ohio 44308-1136 

Phone:  330.375.2436 x.4431 

E-Mail:  amats@akronohio.gov
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AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (AMATS) 

FORMULARIO DE RECLAMOS DEL TÍTULO VI / DERECHOS CIVILES 

Página 1 de 2 

Sección I 

Nombre: 

Dirección: 

Teléfono (casa): Teléfono (empleo): 

Dirección de correo electrónico (e-mail): 

¿Requisitos de formato 

accesible? 

En letra grande Cinta de audio 

TDD Otro 

Sección II 

¿Está completando este reclamo en su nombre? Sí* No 

*Si respondió que "sí", diríjase a la Sección III.

Si no, proporcione el nombre de la persona por quien 

está realizando el reclamo y su relación:  

Explique por qué completó este documento en nombre de un tercero: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Si está completando este documento en nombre de un 

tercero, confirme que obtuvo el permiso de la parte 

perjudicada.  

Sí No 

Sección III 

Creo que la discriminación que sufrí fue a causa de (marque todos los que correspondan): 

[  ] Raza     [  ] Color [  ] Nacionalidad [  ] Otro _________________ 

Fecha de la presunta discriminación (Mes, día, año): ___________________ 

Explique lo más claro posible qué ocurrió y por qué cree que fue discriminado.  Describa a 

todas las personas involucradas.  Incluya el nombre y la información de contacto de las 

personas que lo discriminaron (si las conoce) así como también los nombres e información 

de contacto de cualquier testigo.  Si necesita más espacio, utilice el reverso de este 

formulario. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sección IV 

¿Ha presentado un reclamo de Título VI ante este 

organismo anteriormente? 

Sí No 
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AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (AMATS) 

FORMULARIO DE RECLAMOS DEL TÍTULO VI / DERECHOS CIVILES 

Página 2 de 2 

Sección V 

¿Ha presentado un reclamo ante cualquier otro organismo local, estatal o federal, o ante 

algún tribunal estatal o federal?  

[ ] Sí [ ] No 

En caso afirmativo, marque todas las que correspondan: 

[ ] Agencia federal:   

[ ] Tribunal federal [ ] Organismo estatal 

[ ] Tribunal estatal  [ ] Organismo local 

Brinde información sobre una persona de contacto en la agencia o el tribunal estatal 

donde presentó el reclamo:  

Nombre: 

Cargo: 

Organismo: 

Dirección: 

Teléfono: 

Sección VI 

Nombre del organismo contra el cual presenta el reclamo: 

Persona de contacto: 

Cargo: 

Número de teléfono: 

Puede adjuntar cualquier material escrito u otra información que crea relevante para su 

reclamo. 

La firma y la fecha son obligatorias: 

____________________________________________  __________________________ 

Firma   Fecha 

Entregue este formulario en persona en la dirección que figura a continuación o envíelo por 

correo a la siguiente dirección: 

Jeff Gardner 

Coordinador de Título VI 

Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) 

Suite 1300 PNC Building 

1 Cascade Plaza  / Akron, Ohio 44308 

Phone:  330.375.2436 x.4431 

E-Mail:  amats@akronohio.gov
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Appendix G - 
Measures of Effectiveness Report

The 3P is a living document that must evolve to meet the changing needs, not only of the Greater Akron 
area, but the nation and the world as well.  A triennial review by AMATS of the 3P regarding its 
timeliness and effectiveness is an essential component of this document’s evolution. 

AMATS deems it necessary to evaluate the successes and failures of its various methods of public 
outreach.  This evaluation assists agency personnel in identifying areas of improvement regarding public 
outreach and participation.  Additionally, AMATS is required by federal regulation (23 CFR 450.316) to 
review periodically the effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the 3P to ensure a 
full and open process within the Greater Akron area. 

Because public outreach is an ongoing activity, AMATS has a variety of strategies and tools for 
communicating and engaging the public.  The agency is continually working to improve its outreach 
efforts to ensure inclusivity of all citizens, especially underserved populations.  Below are tables 
presenting the Measures of Effectiveness of each Traditional and Digital outreach method utilized by 
AMATS. 

The Traditional Methods Table presents: the method used by AMATS; the agency’s target goals for each 
method; and the actual results of each method. 

Traditional Methods 
Public Participation Method Target Goal* 2021 2022 2023 Goal Results 

Face-to-Face/Virtual Meetings 12 39 
Project Workshops/Open Houses 1 1 
Bike-N-Brainstorm Events 2 4 
Jane’s Walk Events 2 6 
AMATS Public 
Events/Presentations 
(Move With The Mayors, public 
displays, speeches, etc.) 

1 5 

a. Title VI / Non-discrimination
Complaints Received

0 

b. Title VI / Non-discrimination
Complaints Resolved

100% 

* AMATS target goal numbers are simply a general target.  Actual numbers for each category may fluctuate depending on the
year due to the cycle of projects/plans, unforeseen circumstances, or states of emergency.
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The Digital Methods Table quantifies the various electronic and social media tools that AMATS uses to 
inform and involve the public in transportation planning. 

Digital Methods 
Digital Tool Target Goal* 2021 2022 2023 Goal Results 

AMATS Website Visitors * 75,000 87,699 
Switching-Gears Website 2,000 2,582 
Electronic Newsletter 
Subscribers 

500 683 

Podcasts 4 3 
Press Releases 8 13 
MailChimp Email Campaigns 6 63 
MailChimp Email Campaigns – 
Open Rate 

20% 29.2%** 

MailChimp Email Campaigns – 
Click Rate 

10% 10.5%** 

Facebook Reach 500 578 
Twitter Impressions 25,000** 32,000 
YouTube Views (Annual) 200 484 

* AMATS target goal numbers are simply a general target.  Actual numbers for each category may fluctuate depending on the
year due to the cycle of projects/plans, unforeseen circumstances, or states of emergency. 

** Based on Yearly Average 

* The total number of visitors to the AMATS website is based on totals provided by 427 Design, the agency’s website hosting
firm.  These totals span two months.  From Sept. 12-Oct. 11, 2021, the firm recorded 3,717 visitors and, from Oct. 12-Nov. 11,
2021, the firm recorded 3,909 visitors.  Based on these totals, AMATS and 427 Design estimate that there were 87,699 visitors
to the agency website since January 2020.  AMATS and 427 Design will refine how website visitors are tabulated in the coming
year using better analytics.

** Twitter impressions logged from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021.  
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