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that are programmed to use more than $18.3 million in federal Surface Transportation 

Block Grant Program funds," Baker notes. 

The new TIP addresses other needs beyond the area's highways and roads. The 

region's transit authorities, METRO in Summit County and PARTA in Portage County, 

will receive significant federal funds to supplement their fare box and countywide sales 

tax revenue and anticipated state funds during the four-year span of the program. The 

new TIP includes $40.6 million in federal funds for capital projects and $17.9 million in 

federal funds for preventive maintenance expenditures. 

The Greater Akron area's bike and pedestrian networks will continue their growth under 

the new TIP. More than $1.2 million will go for the construction of the Brady's Leap 

Section of The PORTAGE Hike and Bike Trail in Kent. Other upcoming projects include 

new portions of the Freedom Trail in Akron, Kent, Stow and Tallmadge and various new 

sidewalks throughout the region most notably on Cleveland Massillon Road in Bath 

Township, Darrow Road (state Route 91) in Stow, and Raber Road in Green. 

Baker observes that one of the more unique aspects of the latest TIP is how quickly 

the agency embraced new public outreach strategies and technologies during its 

development and ultimate approval by the Policy Committee. "The COVID-19 outbreak 

impacted AMATS just like everyone else. We made the decision early on that public 

input was vital to this particular TIP's development and so - along with updating our 

print ads and website - we extended our comment period to April 29 and launched far­

reaching email and social media campaigns. We also made extensive use of Face book 

Live and Zoom for our 'virtual' meetings," Baker explains. 

One of the earliest changes made by the agency was the decision to scrap an in­

person meeting of its Citizens Involvement Committee (CIC) due to social distancing 

concerns. The agency instead opted to host an April 2 virtual meeting of the committee 

using Facebook Live. Baker notes that the CIC posted a record number of meeting 

participants and on line viewings of the TIP presentation. 

"The more we delved into these platforms, the more confident that we became with 

regards to their use. We gained enough expertise to host a virtual meeting of our Policy 

Committee during which the TIP was approved in a roll call vote. That was a first for us," 

Baker says. He adds that the agency's virtual meetings were so successful that AMATS 

is considering hosting virtual meetings in tandem with its regularly scheduled in-person 

CIC meetings in the future. 

The TIP is available for viewing by clicking here. 
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Vehicle crash stats improving, but not for bike and pedestrian crashes 

In December, AMATS completed Traffic Crashes and Safety Performance Measures 2016-2018, its latest three-year 

analysis of traffic crashes within the Greater Akron area. The report is divided into three sections concerning: roadway and 

intersection crashes; bicycle and pedestrian crashes; and a performance-oriented section. 

The report's findings are based on the agency's analysis of 

55,860 motor vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian-related crash 

records for the area's roadway sections and intersections 

provided by the Ohio Department of Transportation 

(ODOT). High-crash locations identified in the report may 

be used by communities as a starting point when seeking 

federal Highway Safety Program funds through ODOT for 

safety improvement projects. 

For this report, the agency identified 179 high-crash 

roadway sections and 311 high-crash intersections in 

the region. The report shows that the overall number of 

total area crashes decreased by 90 from 18,787 in 2017 

to 18,697 in 2018 - a drop of .5 percent. Crashes that 

resulted in an injury also decreased during the report's 

three-year period - from 4,466 in 2016 to 4,261 in 2018. 

Crashes that resulted in serious injuries also marked a 

record low total in 2018 with 290. This final total capped 

off an ongoing three-year trend of declining serious injury 

crashes with 499 recorded in 2016 and 450 recorded in 
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2017. The report's three-year span of declining serious injury crashes is part of a larger overall decline for such crashes, 

which peaked with 693 in 2010 before showing a slight increase to 675 in 2012. 

Along with these promising crash totals, Greater Akron area fatalities decreased sharply from a 10-year peak of 60 in 2017 

to a record low of 35 in 2018. Unfortunately, totals for bicycle and pedestrian-related crashes are not as promising. The 

report found that out of the 248 bicycle-related crashes that occurred between 2016 and 2018, 187 or 75 percent resulted 

in an injury and three in a fatality. Out of 477 pedestrian-related crashes during the period, 394 or 83 percent resulted in an 

injury and 17 in a fatality. 

This report includes safety performance measures and targets for the Greater Akron area. Recent federal legislation requires 

the agency and ODOT to demonstrate fatal and serious injury reductions on all public roads. The required performance 

measures for safety are: number of fatalities; fatality rate; number of serious injuries; serious injury rate; and number of 

non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries. 

In this report, AMATS endorsed the statewide goals set forth by ODOT rather than adopt separate targets and goals for the 

region. In 2019, following an extensive review in consultation with the state's metropolitan planning organizations including 

AMATS, the department opted to pursue a 2 percent annual reduction target across all five safety categories in place of its 

previous 1 percent reduction target. 

To learn more, the Traffic Crashes and Safety Performance Measures 2016-2018 report is available by clicking here. 
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