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AMATS, Akron wrap up successful speed table demo 
The joint Speed Table Pilot Program in Akron appears to have been a success, according to a report released 

by AMATS. 

In August, AMATS and the city of Akron installed speed tables on Akron's Edgewood Avenue and Schocalog 

Road. Speed tables are raised areas placed at mid-block points across roadways and are designed to limit 

the speed at which vehicles travel. Unlike speed bumps, tables have tapered ends and long flat tops to 

accommodate the entire wheelbase of most passenger cars. Akron's tables were interlocking pieces made 

from recycled rubberized material and are fastened into place on street surfaces. 

The city and the agency launched the pilot program in response to residents in those areas who voiced 

concerns regarding vehicles speeding through their neighborhoods. 

KLEINHENZ 

Akron installed one temporary table on Edgewood Avenue and two on Schocalog Road. The city and AMATS tested the 

effectiveness of the tables as a traffic calming measure from early September through early November. AMATS 

provided roughly $15,000 in federal Consolidated Planning Grant funds for the purchase of the tables. The 

agency also collected speed data on vehicles travelling over the tables using the agency's MioVision cameras and 

radar counters. AMATS also collected public feedback regarding the tables through its web site. 

In December, the agency released its 2020 Temporary Speed Table Pilot Program Evaluation Report. AMATS Planner 

Darryl Kleinhenz says that speed analysis determined that the average speed of vehicles travelling on Schocalog Road 

dropped from 33.7 miles per hour to 26.9 miles per hour and the number of speeders dropped from over 90 percent to 67 

percent of total traffic. Analysis on Edgewood Avenue showed that the average speed dropped from 34.4 miles per hour to 

28.9 miles per hour while the number of speeders dropped from 90 percent to 65 percent of total traffic. 

The agency reviewed traffic volumes on adjacent streets and found few significant changes as vehicles did not appear to 

be avoiding the roadways following table installation. AMATS performed analyses of speed data collected after the tables 

were removed and determined that traffic had immediately returned to pre-installation speeds. 

As part of this project, AMATS and Akron developed a comprehensive public outreach program that included reaching out 

to Akron City Council members, a web page detailing the program with a comment form, a survey for the general public, 

multiple neighborhood mailings, and engagement with the Akron Public Schools, Akron Police Department, the Akron Fire 

Department and METRO. 

Public engagement efforts led to over 300 

requests for future speed table locations and 

over 100 survey takers. Public response 

based on these surveys and feedback to the 

agency was favorable to the concept of and 

the installation of speed tables. Kleinhenz 

says that AMATS recommended in its report 

that the Temporary Speed Table Pilot Program 

continue in 2021 at a new location. The 

2020 Temporary Speed Table Pilot Program 

Evaluation Report is available by clicking 

here. Please enjoy the accompanying 

installation slideshow at left. 
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https://amatsplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Temporary-Speed-Table-Evaluation-Final-Draft-v4.5.pdf


http://amatsplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-Congestion-Management-Process.pdf


https://amatsplanning.org/planning/initiatives/connecting-communities/


https://amatsplanning.org/fatalities-up-while-crashes-injuries-down/
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ON THE MOVE: 

AMATS was on the move with the Downtown Akron 

Partnership (DAP) in October. DAP is a non-profit 

organization whose mission is to enhance Akron's 

downtown through innovative programs to promote the 

area as a vibrant destination. 

Beginning on Oct. 6, agency personnel participated in 

the OAP-hosted Experience the New Main Street in OT 

Akron bike rides, a series of three weekly rides through 

downtown. The rides showcased the many bike and 

pedestrian improvements underway in Akron as part of 

the city's ongoing Main Street Corridor Project. 

At top, from left to right, AMATS Planner David Swirsky 

and DAP Director of Business Relations Kimberly Beckett 

follow Akron Director of Planning and Urban Development 

Jason Segedy's lead on their trek through the area. 

Downtown's new dedicated bike lanes provide improved 

access for cyclists to destinations such as the nearby 

Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail. 

In middle photo, from left to right, Segedy, Swirsky, 

Beckett and Akron City Planner Dylan Garritano tour the 

new Mill Street Roundabout. Along with improving vehicle 

flow, the roundabout will provide greater pedestrian 

access to the surrounding area. The group is reading the 

names of patrons who have purchased bricks near the 

roundabout. 

At bottom, cyclists use side bike ramps on their journey 

to Akron's Lock 4. The ramps are an example of recent 

bike and pedestrian amenities that Akron has installed to 

promote downtown connectivity. 
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