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Over the past several years AMATS has moved toward creating a safer transportation network by adopting 
complete streets policies, analyzing sidewalk gaps, and focusing on the more vulnerable users of the net-
work. In addition to these efforts, AMATS has increased the off-street trail network and improved the visi-
bility of bicycle infrastructure. Even with these efforts there is still a need to have a collaborative and cohe-
sive planning in order to reduce crashes and fatalities within the AMATS area. 
 
AMATS is requesting that the AMATS Policy Committee approve a resolution supporting a Vision Zero 
goal for the greater Akron area.  Vsion Zero is a strategy to eliminate all traffic fatalities and severe injuries, 
while increasing safe, healthy, and equitable mobility for all. The Vision Zero concept establishes timelines 
and a commitment to ensure safety for all people as they move about their communities. AMATS goal for 
Vision Zero is to consistently reduce the number of crashes resulting in severe injury and fatality until 
reaching the ultimate goal of no deaths on greater Akron roadways by 2050. 
 
As discussed at the June AMATS Committee meetings, the Vison Zero resolution is the first step required 
for AMATS to develop a Safety Action Plan outlined in the federal grant program, Safe Streets and Roads 
for All (SS4A).  AMATS must also establish a taskforce of membership and stakeholders as the Safety Ac-
tion Plan is developed.  All AMATS membership will be invited to join the SS4A Taskforce as it works on 
a Safety Action Plan to implement AMATS vision zero goal. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Attached to this memo is Resolution Number 2022-16.  The Staff recommends approval. 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 2022-16 
 
OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE 
OF THE AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
 
Approving Resolution 2022-16 to develop, implement, and monitor a Vision Zero Plan to eliminate 
traffic fatalities and severe injuries while increasing safe, healthy, and equitable mobility for all. 
 
WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) is designated as the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor, acting through the Ohio Department of 
Transportation and in cooperation with locally elected officials in Summit and Portage Counties and the 
Chippewa Township and Milton Township areas of Wayne County; and 
 
WHEREAS, AMATS endorses development, implementation, and monitoring of a Safety Action Plan and 
Vision Zero goal to eliminate traffic fatalities and severe injuries while increasing safe, healthy, and 
equitable mobility for all road users with an emphasis on protecting the most vulnerable users; and 
 
WHEREAS, one death or severe injury on AMATS streets is one too many; and 
 
WHEREAS, collisions resulting in death or severe injury are not inevitable but can be prevented through 
changes in human behavior, technology, and designs that accommodate multimodal uses; and 
 
WHEREAS, a commitment to Vision Zero is a commitment to life and equitable opportunity for all people 
in the AMATS area; and 
 
WHEREAS, AMATS promotes a focus on reducing single occupancy vehicle rides and encouraging 
walking, bicycling, transit, and carpooling, and also promotes safety for all roadway users; and 
 
WHEREAS, choosing active transportation options like walking and biking decreases mortality and 
morbidity from obesity-related diseases such as heart disease and diabetes, and creating safer streets is 
likely to encourage more active transportation, thereby increasing population health; and 
 
WHEREAS, AMATS has a strong history of prioritizing safety and completing crash studies for all modes 
of transportation and has made demonstrable progress to improve safety for walking and biking by making 
systemic changes in the way the transportation network is planned, programmed, designed, constructed, and 
operated; and 
 
WHEREAS, between 2016 to 2020, the average number of collisions per year in the AMATS area was 
17,650 and the average number of collisions resulting in injury was 4,152. Out of the injury crashes 363 per 
year (or nearly one per day) were considered serious injury; and 
 
WHEREAS, between 2016 to 2020, 37 people walking or in wheelchairs, 10 people riding a bicycle, and 
215 people driving or riding in a vehicle have been killed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the number of people dying and suffering serious injuries on our streets is a serious public 
health problem which necessitates public action; and 
 




