


RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-22

OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
OF THE AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

Approving two $50,000 Connecting Communities Planning Grants to be awarded to the
Village of Richfield and METRO RTA/City of Akron (joint sponsors) for planning studies.

WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATYS) is designated as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor, acting through the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation and in cooperation with locally elected officials in Summit and Portage
Counties and the Chippewa Township area of Wayne County, and

WHEREAS, the Connecting Communities Planning Grant was included under work element
625 and approved as part of the Transportation Planning Work Program and Budget FY 2011
and will be funded using Federal Consolidated Planning Grant monies, and

WHEREAS, the purpose of these grants is to encourage the integration of land use and transpor-
tation planning and promote livable communities,

WHEREAS, the AMATS Policy Committee, on August 11, 2010, approved the formation of a
Connecting Communities Planning Grant Task Force to develop selection criteria and score ap-
plications, and

WHEREAS, the Connecting Communities Planning Grant Task Force held a meeting on August
26, 2010 to determine selection criteria and scoring process, and

WHEREAS, AMATS received 17 applications requesting funding by the deadline of October
15, 2010, and

WHEREAS, the Connecting Communities Planning Grant Task Force met on November 4,
2010 to review submitted applications and the staff’s preliminary scoring, and

WHEREAS, upon review of all applications, the Connecting Communities Planning Grant Task
Force recommended the following two applications for funding:

1. The Village of Richfield Crossroads of Commerce and Connectivity — to create a
comprehensive land use and thoroughfare plan for the southwest quadrant of I-77 and I-
271 intersection.

2. METRO RTA/City of Akron Downtown Akron Connectivity Study — to increase
connectivity, accessibility and mobility between the six neighborhoods and districts that
comprise Downtown Akron.

WHEREAS, this Committee has found these applications to be consistent with the Connecting
Communities Initiative - A Guide to Integrating Land Use and Transportation.



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-22 (Continued)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That this Committee approves the funding of both the Village of Richfield Planning
Study and the METRO RTA/City of Akron Planning Study.

That this Committee affirms that sufficient federal funding is available in the Transporta-
tion Planning Work Program and Budget FY 2011 to award these grants.

That this Committee affirms consistency of these two applications with Connecting
Communities — A Guide to Integrating Land Use and Transportation, and Transportation
Outlook, the area’s long range transportation plan.

That this Committee authorizes the staff to provide copies of this Resolution to the ap-
propriate agencies as evidence of action by the Metropolitan Planning Organization.

Al Bollas, 2010 Chairman
Metropolitan Transportation Policy Committee

Date



Attachment 6B

AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
MEMORANDUM

TO: Policy Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
Citizens Involvement Committee

FROM: AMATS Staff

RE: Resolution 2010-23 — Approving an Amendment to the FY 2008-2011
Transportation Improvement Program (Amendment #46) — To Add Projects
for METRO and PARTA Awarded through the Next Generation and State
of Good Repair Programs

DATE: November 23, 2010

Executive Summary

This memorandum discusses amendments to the FY 2011 program of projects for METRO and
PARTA.

In October the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced the awarding of funds to
be used for the improvement of the area’s aging public transportation bus fleets. These funds
were made available through the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) State of Good Repair
Program for FY 2011. Projects will be funded at 80% federal share.

Also in October, ODOT announced the awarding of funds through the Next Generation Transit
Partnership Program. To fund this investment, ODOT is redirecting state-attributable federal
Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds, flexed over to the Federal Transit Administration,
for the specific purpose of funding capitalized operating expenses. Projects will be funded at
80% federal share.

In light of the awards by the FTA and ODOT, METRO and PARTA request that the FY 2008-
2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) be amended.

METRO is requesting the following amendments to the TIP:
- Add the Purchase of Nine Large Buses
METRO requests the addition of $3 million in FTA Section 5309 State of Good Repair

funds in FY 2011 for the purchase of nine Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) buses. The
total project cost is $3.75 million. These funds were awarded directly from FTA.



- Add the Purchase of Two Large Buses

METRO requests the addition of $756,000 in ODOT-attributable FTA Section 5309 State
of Good Repair funds in FY 2011 for the purchase of two CNG buses. The total project
cost is $945,000.

- Add Funds for Preventive Maintenance

METRO requests the addition of $2,095,710 in ODOT-attributable FHWA STP funds in
FY 2011 to their existing preventive maintenance project. The total project cost will
increase from $622,103 to $3,241,740. These funds were awarded through the ODOT
Next Generation Transit Partnership Program.

PARTA is requesting the following amendments to the TIP:

- Add the Purchase of Five Small Buses
PARTA requests the addition of $360,000 in ODOT-attributable FTA Section 5309 State
of Good Repair funds in FY 2011 for the purchase of five small buses. The total project
cost is $450,000.

- Add Funds for Preventive Maintenance
PARTA requests the addition of $146,666 in ODOT-attributable FHWA STP funds in
FY 2011 to their existing preventive maintenance project. These funds will be matched

by ODOT for a total project cost of $342,659. These funds were awarded through the
ODOT Next Generation Transit Partnership Program.

STAFF COMMENTS

As with all TIP amendments, considerations with respect to consistency with the Regional
Transportation Plan, financial capability, air quality conformity, public involvement, and
environmental justice are important.

Regional Transportation Plan

The projects proposed in this amendment are consistent with Transportation Outlook, the area’s
Regional Transportation Plan.

Financial Capability

With respect to financial capability, there are sufficient funds available for this amendment.

Air Quality

These projects can be viewed as either exempt from air quality or have been analyzed as part of
the air quality networks and have resulted in a finding of compliance with the Clean Air Act.



Therefore, this amendment will not affect adversely the air quality conformity approval of
Transportation Outlook or the TIP.

Public Involvement

The Staff is recommending that the Policy Committee consider this action as not regionally
significant. As a result, the modified procedures in the AMATS Public Participation Plan are
appropriate. These procedures include presenting the amendment for comment at a Citizens
Involvement Committee (CIC) meeting. If any comments are received at the December 2, 2010,
CIC meeting, they will be presented to the Policy Committee at the December 8, 2010, meeting.

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low Income Populations states that, “each Federal agency shall make achieving
environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing as appropriate,
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs
policies and activities on minority and low-income populations.” This requirement also applies
to recipients of federal funds, such as METRO and PARTA.

The projects that will result from this TIP amendment do not appear to impose disproportionately
high and adverse human health or environmental effects on minorities and/or low-income people

who reside in the METRO or PARTA service areas.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Attached to this memo is Resolution 2010-23. This resolution approves the requested
amendments to FY 2011 of the TIP as described above. The Staff recommends approval.



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-23

OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
OF THE AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2008-2011 TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (AMENDMENT #46) —- TO ADD PROJECTS FOR
METRO AND PARTA AWARDED THROUGH THE NEXT GENERATION AND
STATE OF GOOD REPAIR PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) is designated as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor, acting through the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and in cooperation with locally elected officials in
Summit and Portage counties and the Chippewa Township area of Wayne County; and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of this Committee to develop and maintain the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and

WHEREAS, the Portage Area Regional Transportation Authority (PARTA) provides public
transportation services in the AMATS area; and

WHEREAS, PARTA is an eligible recipient of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Surface Transportation Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, PARTA is an eligible recipient of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section
5309 - State of Good Repair Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, PARTA has requested that FY 2011 of the TIP be amended to add funding for the
projects described more fully in the attached memorandum dated November 23, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the METRO Regional Transit Authority provides public transportation services in
the AMATS area; and

WHEREAS, METRO RTA is an eligible recipient of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Surface Transportation Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, METRO RTA is an eligible recipient of Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Section 5309 - State of Good Repair Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, METRO RTA has requested that FY 2011 of the TIP be amended to add funding
for the projects described more fully in the attached memorandum dated November 23, 2010;
and

WHEREAS, this Committee has analyzed these requests and found them to be consistent with
Transportation Outlook, the area’s Regional Transportation Plan; and



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-23 Continued

WHEREAS, these projects have been analyzed and found to be in conformity with the State
Implementation Plan; and

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held on December 2, 2010, to obtain public comment on this
amendment; and

WHEREAS, this Committee has reviewed the public comments collected during the December
2, 2010, meeting; and

WHEREAS, this Committee has determined that the effects of this amendment are consistent
with Executive Order 12898 — Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low Income Populations.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That this Committee amends the FY 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program as
previously specified.

That this Committee affirms that the FY 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement
Program is in reasonable fiscal constraint.

That this Committee affirms consistency with Transportation Outlook, the Regional
Transportation Plan.

That this Committee reaffirms the air quality conformity determination of Transportation
Outlook.

That this Committee considers the public meeting held on December 2, 2010, as
adequately providing an opportunity for public involvement.

That this Committee affirms consistency with environmental justice requirements.

That this Committee authorizes the Staff to provide copies of this Resolution to the
appropriate agencies as evidence of action by the Metropolitan Planning Organization.

Al Bollas, 2010 Chairman
Metropolitan Transportation Policy Committee

Date



Attachment 6C
AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
MEMORANDUM
TO: Policy Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
Citizens Involvement Committee

FROM: AMATS Staff

RE: Resolution 2010-24 — Approving FY 2011 JARC and New Freedom
Program Project Recommendations (Amendment #47)

DATE: November 23, 2010

Executive Summary

This memorandum discusses the latest round of funding for the area’s Job Access and Re-
verse Commute (JARC) and New Freedom Programs. The staff is recommending that the
Policy Committee approve $401,359 in federal funds from the New Freedom Program for
PARTA in support of their mobility management project.

For the JARC Program, the staff is recommending that the Policy Committee approve
$280,206 in federal funds for PARTA in support of the mobility management project, as
well as $364,000 for METRO RTA to provide reverse commute express bus service from
Akron to Stow.

Introduction

On August 2, 2010, AMATS posted an announcement that it would be accepting applica-
tions to receive funding under the Federal Transit Administration’s JARC and New Free-
dom Programs. Eligible sponsors include non-profit organizations, state or local govern-
ment authorities, and operators of public transportation services, including private opera-
tors of public transportation for services in Summit County, Portage County, or Chippewa
Township.

Projects awarded funds through the JARC and New Freedom Programs must be included
in, or consistent with, the AMATS Area Coordinated Public Transit Human Services
Transportation Plan. The AMATS Policy Committee approved the Coordinated Plan in
May 2008. The function of the Coordinated Plan is to improve transportation services for
persons with disabilities, older Americans, and individuals with lower incomes. The dead-
line for project applications was September 17.



Background — JARC

The purpose of the JARC Program is to provide grants for competitively selected projects
to improve access to transportation services to employment, job training and support ac-
tivities for welfare recipients and eligible low-income individuals and to transport residents
of urbanized areas and non-urbanized areas to suburban employment opportunities.

The total amount of JARC funds allocated to the AMATS area from Federal Fiscal Year
2009 is $333,528, and from FFY 2010 is $318,892, yielding total federal funds available

for this application cycle of $652,420. Approved projects will be programmed into FY
2011 of the TIP.

Background — New Freedom

The purpose of the New Freedom Program is to provide new public transportation services
and alternatives to public transportation, for people with disabilities, beyond those required
by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The New Freedom Program is intended to
fill the gaps between human services and public transportation services previously availa-
ble and to facilitate the integration of individuals with disabilities into the workforce; in-
cluding transportation to and from jobs and employment support services.

The total amount of New Freedom funds allocated to the AMATS area from Federal FY
2009 is $202,559, and from FFY 2010 is $198,800, yielding total federal funds available

for this application cycle of $401,359. Approved projects will be programmed into FY
2011 of the TIP.

Review of Applications - JARC

The staff received two applications for funding under the JARC Program. Akron METRO
RTA and PARTA submitted applications. Both agencies are eligible to submit an applica-
tion under this program.

PARTA is applying for $280,206 in federal funds for capital expenses to assist in the im-
plementation of a mobility management system in Portage County. PARTA intends to use
JARC funds for planning, computer hardware and software for the further development
and integration of the area’s coordinated scheduling and dispatch functions. JARC funds
will also be used for the acquisition of Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) technology
to be shared with the area’s social service agencies. Following full-scale implementation
in Portage County, METRO RTA will also be participating in this mobility management
system and the acquisition of compatible ITS technology.

METRO RTA is applying for $364,000 in federal funds for operating expenses to provide
reverse commute express bus service from Akron to Stow. This service will allow low-
income residents to access suburban employment opportunities in Northern Summit Coun-
ty, and will be coordinated with connections to PARTA.



Review of Applications — New Freedom

The staff received two applications for funding under the New Freedom Program. PARTA
and the City Yellow Cab Company in Akron submitted applications. Both agencies are
eligible to submit an application under this program.

PARTA is applying for $401,359 in federal funds for capital expenses to assist in the im-
plementation of a mobility management system in Portage County. PARTA intends to use
New Freedom funds for planning, computer hardware and software for the further devel-
opment and integration of the area’s coordinated scheduling and dispatch functions in
coordination with the social service agencies in Portage County. New Freedom funds will
also be used for the acquisition of Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) technology to be
shared with the area’s social service agencies.

PARTA is currently developing this mobility management system through a grant awarded
by FTA through its United We Ride Program. The mobility management system is a mul-
ti-step, multi-year project that needs additional funding support to become fully operation-
al. Following full-scale implementation in Portage County, METRO RTA will also be par-
ticipating in this mobility management system, along with the acquisition of compatible
ITS technology. METRO may apply for New Freedom funds at a future date.

City Yellow Cab Company is applying for $140,000 in federal capital funds to purchase
wheelchair-accessible taxis. In addition, City Yellow Cab is requesting $180,000 in feder-
al operating funds to provide a trip subsidy program for disabled persons in Summit Coun-

ty. FTA regulations allow private providers of transportation service to apply for these
funds.

Recommendations

The staff recommend that the Policy Committee approve $280,206 in federal funds
through the JARC Program to PARTA in support of their mobility management project. In
addition, the Staff recommends $364,000 in JARC funds to METRO RTA to provide re-
verse commute express bus service from Akron to Stow. Table 1 shows the results of the
staff scoring for the projects submitted under the JARC Program.

For the New Freedom Program, the staff recommends that the Policy Committee approve
$401,359 in federal funds from the New Freedom Program for PARTA in support of their
mobility management project. Table 2 shows the results of the staff scoring for the
projects submitted under the New Freedom Program.

Attached is Resolution 2010-24 authorizing this funding for METRO RTA and PARTA.
The Staff recommends approval.
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New Freedom Program
Draft Project Recommendations
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-24

OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
OF THE AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

APPROVING FY 2011 JOB ACCESS AND REVERSE COMMUTE (JARC) AND
NEW FREEDOM PROGRAM PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS (TIP
AMENDMENT #47)

WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) is designated
as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor, acting through the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and in cooperation with locally elected offi-
cials in Summit and Portage Counties and the Chippewa Township area of Wayne County;
and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of AMATS to develop and maintain the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for the area in cooperation with ODOT and the area’s transit
authorities; and

WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study accepted applications
from eligible agencies in Summit County, Portage County, and Chippewa Township to re-
ceive funding under the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) JARC and New Freedom
Programs; and

WHEREAS, four applications were submitted by eligible agencies in the AMATS area;
and

WHEREAS, the Staff has reviewed and scored these applications; and

WHEREAS, the Staff recommends the projects submitted by both METRO RTA and
PARTA as described in the accompanying memorandum; and

WHEREAS, METRO RTA and PARTA are eligible recipients of FTA Section 5316 Job
Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, PARTA is an eligible recipient of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Sec-
tion 5317 New Freedom Program Funds; and

WHEREAS, these projects will be viewed as air quality neutral for TIP purposes; and

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held on December 2, 2010 to obtain public comment
on this action; and

WHEREAS, the projects submitted by both METRO RTA and PARTA are consistent
with the AMATS Area Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation Plan;
and



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-24 (continued)

WHEREAS, this Committee has analyzed these requests and found them to be consistent
with Transportation Outlook, the area’s Regional Transportation Plan; and

WHEREAS, this Committee has been requested to amend FY 2011 of the AMATS FY
2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program as discussed in the accompanying me-
morandum.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That this Committee authorizes that PARTA receive $401,359 in federal funds
from the New Freedom Program in support of their mobility management project.

That this Committee authorizes that PARTA receive $280,206 in federal funds
from the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Program in support of their
mobility management project.

That this Committee authorizes that METRO RTA receive $364,000 from the Job
Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Program to provide reverse commute ex-
press bus service from Akron to Stow.

That this Committee considers the public meeting held on December 2, 2010 as
adequately providing for public comment.

That this Committee authorizes the Staft to provide copies of this Resolution to the
appropriate agencies as evidence of action by the Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion.

Al Bollas, 2010 Chairman
Metropolitan Transportation Policy Committee

Date



Attachment 6D

AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
MEMORANDUM

TO: Policy Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
Citizens Involvement Committee

FROM: AMATS Staff

RE: Resolution 2010-25 - Approving Amendment #48 to the Transportation Im-
provement Program FY 2008-2011 to add Hiram Bike Trail Study and Canton
Road Signal project.

DATE: November 23, 2010

Requests have been made to amend the 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program for the
following projects:

Hiram Bike Trail Study (Map #1) — is a new feasibility study for a bike trial that would run
from Hiram College in Hiram to the Headwaters Trail in Hiram Township. Discretionary funds
have been programmed for this study in FY 2011.

Canton Road (Map #2) — is the installation of a new traffic signal at Canton Road and Spring-
field Lake Drive in the Village of Lakemore and Springfield Township. The project is scheduled
for preliminary engineering, right-of-way and construction in FY 2011 using Highway Safety
Program funds.

STAFF COMMENTS

As with all TIP amendments, considerations with respect to consistency with the Regional
Transportation Plan, financial capability, air quality conformity, public involvement, and envi-
ronmental justice are important.

Regional Transportation Plan

The projects affected by this amendment are consistent with Transportation Outlook, the Re-
gional Transportation Plan.

Financial Capability

The Ohio Department of Transportation and AMATS forecast sufficient state and federal fund-
ing for this amendment.

Air Quality
These actions are viewed as air quality neutral. Therefore, this amendment will not affect the air
quality conformity approval for the Regional Transportation Plan and the TIP.



Public Involvement

This amendment is not considered regionally significant. As a result, the modified procedures in
the Public Involvement Policy are appropriate. These procedures include presenting the
amendment for comment at a Citizen Involvement Committee meeting. If any comments are re-
ceived they will be presented to the Policy Committee.

Environmental Justice

These projects have been reviewed and are not expected to cause disproportionate adverse envi-
ronmental impacts on minorities and/or low-income people.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Attached to this memo is Resolution Number 2010-25. This Resolution approves the amend-
ment to the TIP FY 2008-2011. The Staff recommends approval.



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-25

OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
OF THE AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

Approving Amendment #48 to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2008-2011 to
add Hiram Bike Trail Study and Canton Road Signal project.

WHEREAS, the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) is designated as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor, acting through the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation and in cooperation with locally elected officials in Summit and Portage
Counties and the Chippewa Township area of Wayne County, and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of this Committee to develop and maintain the Transporta-
tion Improvement Program (TIP) and,

WHEREAS, this Committee has been requested to amend the AMATS FY 2008-2011 Trans-
portation Improvement Program for the following projects as discussed in the accompanying
memorandum:

1. POR-Hiram Bike Trail Study (PID #89326) — new feasibility study for the Hiram Bike
Trial using $100,000 in Discretionary funds in FY 2011.

2. SUM-Canton Road Signal (PID #89306) - new traffic signal project at Canton Road and
Springfield Lake Drive. Preliminary engineering, right-of-way and construction are
scheduled in FY 2011 using Highway Safety Program funds.

WHEREAS, the Citizens Involvement Committee held a meeting on December 2, 2010 to re-
view this amendment consistent with AMATS’ Public Participation Plan and,

WHEREAS, the amendment has been judged to be air quality neutral and is, therefore, excluded
from the regional air quality conformity analysis and,

WHEREAS, the environmental justice impacts of this amendment has been considered consis-
tent with “Executive Order 12898 Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low Income Populations” and,

WHEREAS, this Committee has analyzed this request and found this amendment to be consis-
tent with Transportation Outlook, the Regional Transportation Plan, and with the availability of
federal funds forecasted for the AMATS area.



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-25 (Continued)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That this Committee amends the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2008-2011 as
previously specified.

That this Committee considers the Citizens Involvement Committee meeting held on De-
cember 2, 2010 as adequately providing for public involvement.

That this Committee affirms that sufficient federal funding is expected to be available for
the Akron Urbanized Area to maintain financial constraint.

That this Committee reaffirms the air quality conformity determination of Transportation
Outlook, the Regional Transportation Plan.

That this Committee affirms conformity with environmental justice requirements.
That this Committee affirms consistency with Transportation Outlook.

That this Committee authorizes the Staff to provide copies of this Resolution to the ap-
propriate agencies as evidence of action by the Metropolitan Planning Organization.

Al Bollas, 2010 Chairman
Metropolitan Transportation Policy Committee

Date



AMENDMENT # 48 - 12/8/2010
AMATS TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FY 2008-2011
TABLE H-3
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS

P
H TOTAL AIR
A PROJECT PROJECT QUALITY
MAP # | PID # CO-RTE -SECTION LENGTH LOCATION & TERMINI TYPE OF WORK FUND S 2008 2009 2010 2011 COST SPONSOR STATUS
miles TYPE E ($000)
89326 |POR-HIRAM BIKE TRAIL STUDY 250 |HIRAM AND HIRAM TOWNSHIP FEASIBILITY STUDY DIsC P 100.0 100.0{ PORTAGE EXEMPT
FROM HIRAM COLLEGE TO THE HEADWATERS TRAIL COUNTY D-2
(NEW PROJECT) ENGINEER
HSP P 51.3
89306 |SUM-CANTON ROAD SIGNAL 0.01 |VILLAGE OF LAKEMORE AND SPRINFIELD TOWNSHIP  |INSTALL NEW TRAFFIC SIGNAL LOCAL | P 5.7 165.0f SUMMIT EXEMPT
CANTON RD AT SPRINGFIELD LAKE DRIVE HSP R 16.2 COUNTY A-7
(NEW PROJECT) LOCAL | R 1.8 ENGINEER
HSP Cc 81.0
LOCAL | C 9.0

Resolution 2010-25

Amendment # 48
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PUBLIC COMMENT MEMORANDUM Item 1B

TO: AMATS Policy Committee

AMATS Technical Advisory Committee

AMATS Citizens Involvement Committee
FROM: J. Howard Harding retired AMATS Staff Member
RE: State-Funded Intercity Rail Passenger Service
DATE: November 22, 2010

During the AMATS October 8 2010 Annual Meeting, Ohio Congressman Steven LaTourette (R-14) — a
thoughtful, intelligent, usually well-informed legislator -- expressed a widely shared view that Ohio’s
proposed 3C QuickStart rail passenger service should operate at much higher top speed than currently
planned. More recently, Ohio’s governor-elect John Kasich has repeatedly asserted his belief that rail
passenger service will play no role in Ohio’s future and he will therefore cancel all Ohio rail passenger
service development upon assuming office in January 2011.

Among the explanations for these statements by both Mr. LaTourette and Mr. Kasich is perhaps the single
most common example of distortion or confusion regarding conventional-speed rail passenger service --
that such trains operate at speeds so slow that no one will ride them. This explanation may easily be
deflated by reference to Amtrak’s annual record-setting ridership growth, particularly on corridor trains
now funded by 15 other states across the country. This ridership growth occurs on trains that, outside the
Boston-Washington Northeast Corridor, do not operate at speeds above 79 mph and rarely average even
50 mph.

The purpose of this memorandum is to stimulate constructive discussion among public policy makers,
beginning with AMATS Policy Committee members and their constituents, about the role of rail
passenger service within an integrated regional, state and national transportation matrix. This document is
not presented as support for, or opposition to, completion of Ohio’s 3C QuickStart project as currently
planned. Such a decision is best made after public policy-makers and their constituents have engaged .in
constructive, fact-based discussion — something that has clearly not been widely or effectively shared
among Ohio’s residents or leadership.

The following pages address via brief statements and reference sources many issues that are typically
ignored, confused or distorted in discussions about U.S. publicly funded intercity rail passenger service.
These issues are grouped as follows:

L Mid-20"/Early 21* Century Rail Passenger Service Development History
IL. Intercity Passenger Service Socio-economic Issues
III. Intercity Rail Passenger Service Performance

L Mid—20th/Early 21 Century Rail Passenger Service Development History

e Amirak began service on May 1, 1971, operating barely 50 percent of our nation’s intercity rail
passenger service network that operated on April 30", Amtrak’s creation followed many years of
serious rail transportation industry decline, largely attributed to outmoded federal regulations and
growing competition from federally assisted highway construction and commercial aviation
development. From its inaugural service through 2008, U.S. presidents of both parties were at
best disinterested but more often hostile to Amtrak. Its skeletal national rail passenger service
network has survived for 39 years despite Amtrak management never having either a clear
mandate or adequate funding. Amirak’s leaders have thus rarely if ever been able to plan beyond
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year-to-year survival tactics. Yet, for most of the previous decade, Amtrak has annually set new
high ridership records. http://history.howstuffworks.com/american-history/decline-of-railroads3.html

While Amtrak staggered along underfunded and directionless, other nations such as Japan, Italy,

France, Germany, Spain, Sweden, South Korea and China built higher speed rail passenger

service. Every 150+ mph rail passenger service now operating around the world evolved

incrementally from, and supplements, a base network of heavily used conventional-speed

service. None have been conceived, built or operated independent of such a supportive intercity
rail passenger service network.

http:/ /istepZ009.cedx.es/downloads/2-Nash.pdf

http:/ /www.trainweb.org/tqvpages/history.himl

http://www.railway-technology.com/features/featurelb22/

hitp:/ /www.uvic.org/IMB/pdf /2010521 d high speed lines in_the world maps.pdf

Thirty-eight years of Ohio conventional and high speed rail planning studies initiated by

governors or legislators from both major political parties have explored responsible, cost effective

ways to restore passenger train service to Ohio’s largest cities. All studies have concluded that in

all service options, the 3C Corridor has the highest projected load factors on the largest trains

with the greatest revenue potential. More than 60 percent of Ohio’s 11 million people live within

the urban areas through which the corridor passes. It is the most heavily traveled U.S. intercity
corridor that has no rail passenger service.

http:/ /www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Rail/Programs/passenger/Pages/DhioHubOverview.aspx

http:/ /www.dot state.oh.us/Divisions/Rail/Programs/passenger/3CisME/Pages/3CDoes.aspx

hitp:/ /www.ohiohistary.org/resource/statearc/agencies/hs _rail.html

Series 4070, Ohio Rail Transportation Authority records, 1975-1982

Series 4109, Ohio High Speed Task Force records, 1983-1985

Series 4110, Dhio High Speed Rail Authority records, 1985-1989

http:/ /freepdfhosting.com/BoBa43aB653.pdf

Ohio’s population density equals the population density of France. Further, Ohio’s population
density is higher than most of the 15 states that currently fund rail passenger services.
See Population Density Comparison Table on Page 4 below

Numerous analyses by ODOT, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the State of Maine
Department of Transportation and many others, clearly document that the type of rail passenger
service Ohio proposes to initially provide -- 79 mph top speed on upgraded existing freight
railroad tracks — generates substantial economic benefits to the sponsoring states via increased
state and local tax revenues from such sources as:

o Community redevelopment beginning around station sites and spreading across each
community
o Expanded employment beginning with construction work, followed by on-board service

employees, mechanics, electricians and related trades for rail passenger car and
locomotive running maintenance

o Expanding state and local businesses that serve the rail passenger operations with
supplies for on-board services, including food, beverages, tableware, napkins, cups and
tumblers.

Intercity Passenger Service Socio-economic Issues

Ohio won 71% of its rail stimulus funds request. Indiana, Michigan, New York and Pennsylvania
won less than 2.5% of their requests. If Ohio terminates 3C Corridor work, most of its $400
million federal grant must be returned to FRA to be reassigned to passenger rail projects in other
states. This rail funding can’t be used for any other purpose.

Two-thirds of the capital investments required to begin 3C Corridor rail passenger service will
enhance rail freight infrastructure with added tracks, switches, signal systems, sidings and




improved road-rail crossing safety features, thus making the rail freight corridor between Ohio
largest cities safer, more efficient and more modern.

No state of Ohio rail service operating funds will be required prior to completion of necessary
operational analyses, equipment specifications and purchase, infrastructure upgrade designs and
construction, and operating agreements, unlikely before 2013 at the earliest.

For the first three years of operation, $13 million of Ohio’s $17 million operating expense may be
covered by the federal CMAQ program used by the State of Maine. Regardless of how large or
small an operating cost Ohio must pay, it will come from ODOT’s budget which is approved
separately and firewalled from the state’s deficit-ridden general revenue fund (GRF) budget. The
projected $17 million 3C Corridor rail service operating cost is less than ODOT now pays to mow
the grass along state highways.

Development of the 3C Corridor as the public transit spine of Ohio will be the first of many
changes needed to match Ohio’s changing population, economy and energy supplies. Ohio’s 3C
Corridor stations will be designed and built as total transportation centers, uniting trains, buses,
bikes, car-sharing and taxis in the hearts of Ohio’s central business districts.

Ohio’s 3C trains will provide mobility for the two largest demographic groups in American
history. Generation Y motorists (ages 21 to 30) now account for 14% of miles driven, down from
21% for Generation X in 1995. Members of generation Y prefer to spend their time and money on
Smartphones, computers and productive activities, rather than be handcuffed to steering wheels!
http://autos.yahoo.com/articles/autos _content landing pages/1523/generation-y-giving-cars-a-pass/

In 2011, the Baby Boom generation begins turning 65 years old and will become less interested in
or physically able to drive for longer distances or at highway speeds. Quality train services will
help members of this second-largest population group in America stay mobile and fully involved
in Ohio’s economy. Bus services alone cannot meet this challenge.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/Z0101108/ap on_go st pe/us aging drivers

Between 2011and 2015, oil shortages with declines in global production of up to 10 percent are
forecast. For comparison, the months-long shortages in 1973 and 1979 were the result of
production declines of only 5%. Ohio is unlikely to stay mobile in the face of these and other
challenges without extensive non-highway transportation such as the entire Ohio Hub rail
passenger service network, of which the 3C Corridor is only phase one.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/20i0/apr/11/peak-nil-production-supply
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/(0,1518,715138,00.html
http:/ /dailymessenger.com.pk/business/2010/10/15/ goldman-sachs-predicts-oil-price-jump/
hitp://articles.cnn.com/Z010-10-27/us/alaska.il.reserves | undiszavered-uil-national-petroleum-reserve-exploration-wells? s=PM:IS

U.S. Intercity Rail Passenger Service Performance

Trains offer comfortable, accessible accommodations for all types of passengers, allowing them
freedom to eat, drink, recline, sleep, work, study, text, surf the Web, conduct a meeting, walk
around, visit the café car, socialize, listen to music, watch a DVD or just stare out the window.
Bicyclists may store their bikes in on-board racks, or in station racks or lockers. All stations have
passenger lifts and every train has cars with wheelchair-accessible spaces. Mobility-impair
passengers may bring mobility aids (wheelchairs, walkers, canes, crutches) on board, sit in
accessible seats, enjoy the passing scenery and eat a snack or full meal served to them at their
seat. On-board bathrooms are designed to be accessible to all passengers, particularly those who
must use a wheelchair.

Ohio 3C Corridor fop speed will be 79 mph, not 39 mph. Detailed computer simulations
conducted by consultants formerly employed as freight railroad executives show planned track
upgrades will yield Cincinnati-Cleveland average speed of 50 mph (including station stops), and
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60 mph between Columbus and Cleveland. This would make Ohio’s 3C Corridor America’s 3rd-
fastest new-start train service in 30 years.

Fifteen U.S. states, from Maine to California, North Carolina to Washington, currently fund intra-

state intercity rail passenger services operated by Amtrak, none of which operate at speeds above
79 mph http://www.s4prc.org/

hitp://www.connectthemidwest.com/history/

http://www.shpcr.org/ reports/pdf/visionfutureexecsumi7declB.pdf

http://www.charlottechserver.com/2010/02/14/1246480/ improved-commutesw-the-fast.html

Ridership on both Amtrak national system intercity trains and state-funded corridor trains

is rapidly growing, demonstrating that millions of people are not only willing but eager to
ride conventional-speed trains such as are proposed for Ohio’s 3C QuickStart service.

http://www.narprail.orq/cms/factsheets/sectors all.pdf

http://www.narprail.org/cms/images/uploads/sectors2 008.pdf

hitp://www.dnt.state.il.us/amtrak/PDF/Monthly Corridor Readership.pdf

htp:/ /www.progressiverailroading.com/news/ article/ Amtraks-lllinois-ridership-spikes-in-FYi0--25063

U.S. intercity passenger trains currently operate at speeds above 79 mph (in some cases
as high as 110 mph) on tracks shared with freight trains in Kansas, Colorado, California,
Michigan, and along portions of the Northeast Corridor between Boston and Washington.
This demonstrates that it is physically and operationally possible for passenger train in
Ohio to operate at up to 110 mph on existing freight railroad tracks.

COMPARISON OF EUROPEAN NATIONS AND U.S. STATES BY
POPULATION DENSITY -- PERSONS PER SQUARE KILOMETER

Eox Eox
2 £ 2 B
o | (] |
a 5 o &
POLITICAL UNIT o = POLITICAL UNIT o = POLITICAL
NAME NAME UNIT NAME
Netherlands 466.45 85 Albania 122.79 141 Ireland
Belgium 336.82 Ohio 108.10 Wisconsin
United Kingdom 244.69 95 France 108.09 Washington
Germany 234.86 96 Portugal 107.86 163 Latvia
Liechtenstein 200.36 101 Austria  98.37 168 Estonia
ltaly 192.96 103 Romania  96.96 Missouri
Switzerland 182.94 California  89.45 172 United States
Luxembourg 165.92 fllinois  88.B6 : Vermont
New York 157.45 117 Spain  78.43 184 Sweden
Czech Republic  130.72 118 Bulgaria  74.13 192 Finland
Poland 126.79 North Carolina  B8.83 197 Norway
Denmark 126.36 Michigan  BB.79 Alaska

Data sources: 1999 CIA World Factbook & U. S. Bureau of the Census
U. S. States in Bold provide financial support for intercity rail passenger service

POP. DENSITY*



USDOT BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS
1995 PERSON-TRIPS VIA ALL MODES FOR MAJOR CITY-PAIRS
MIDWEST/OHIO HUB REGION - 14 Corridors

Corridor Termini Corridor Termini  Travel Volume Notes
Cleveland ~ Cincinnati 3,750,772 Ohio Hub 3C
Cleveland Columbus 1,800,126 Ohio Hub 3C

Chicago Detroit 1,614,286
it Grand Rapi 1,411,112

Detroit
nnati .~

¢

Chicago Indianapolis 1,176,242
Chicago Milwaukee 1,115,713
Chicago St. Louis 1,095,190
Cincinnati Indianapolis 1,029,824

St. Louis

920,066

58 Chicago Minneapolis 892,108
68 Chicago Madison WI 819,542

incinnat ey hio.

High speed rail systems in the world

In operation: Planned:
Belgium Argentina
China Brazil
France Canada
Germany India
Italy Indonesia
Japan Iran
Spain Mexico
South Korea Morocco
Taiwan Poland
The Netherlands Portugal
Turkey Russia
United Kingdom Saudi Arabia
USA(NEC)




Amtrak Routes on which some or
all of the trains are state-supported:
O California:'

e Capitol Corridor Service (San Jose-
Auburn),

e Pacific Surfliner Service (San Luis
Obispo-San Diego); and

e San Joaquin Service (Bakersfield-
Sacramento/Oakland)

e Amtrak Thruway Network —
extensive dedicated connecting bus
routes

e Motor coach routes — non-dedicated
independently operated connecting

buses
O Illinois:
e Hiawatha Service (Chicago-
Milwaukee)

e Lincoln Service (Chicago-St. Louis),
[connect with Missouri’s Missouri
River Runner trains]
e Jllini & Saluki (Chicago-Carbondale)
and
o [llinois Zephyr & Carl Sandburg
(Chicago-Quincy)
O Maine:?
e Downeaster (Portland-Boston)
O Michigan:
e Blue Water (Port Huron-East
Lansing-Chicago)
e Pere Marquette (Grand Rapids-
Chicago)
O Missouri:
e Missouri River Runner (Kansas City-
St. Louis)[2 daily round trips connect
with Illinois’ Lincoln Service]
[J New York:
e Adirondack (New York City-
Montreal, QC.)

(I,

[1 North Carolina:
e Carolinian (Charlotte-New York
City) and
e Piedmont (Raleigh- Charlotte)
0 Oklahoma:’
e Heartland Flyer (Oklahoma City-
Fort Worth)
[0 Oregon:*
e Amtrak Cascades Service (Eugene-
Portland-Seattle-Vancouver, B.C.)*
U Pennsylvania:
o Keystone Corridor Service
(Harrisburg-Philadelphia-New York

City)
0 Texas:
e Heartland Flyer (Fort Worth-
Oklahoma City)
U Vermont:
e [FEthan Allen Express (Rutland-New
York City) and

o Vermonter (St.Albans-Washington)
O Virginia:

e Extended Northeast Regional service
(Lynchburg-Washington-New York-
Boston/Springfield

[ Washingy)n:4

o Amitrak Cascades Service

(Vancouver, B.C.-Seattle-Portland-

Eugene OR)*
(DWisconsin:
o Hiawatha Service (Milwaukee-
Chicago)
NOTES:

1. California owns the locomotives and
passenger car used for these routes.

2. State of Maine pays all operating
subsidy costs; NH & MA pay zero
%.

3. Oklahoma and Texas share in the
operating cost of this train.

4. Oregon and Washington State share
the operating costs of these trains.
BC pays zero%.
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