






















Attachment 4a 
 

AKRON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Policy Committee 
  Technical Advisory Committee 
  Citizens Involvement Committee 
 
FROM: AMATS Staff 
 
RE: Transportation Outlook – Status Update 
 
DATE: March 4, 2009 
 
Transportation Outlook, the draft Regional Transportation Plan, was presented to the 
Policy Committee at the January 2009 meeting.  The Policy Committee approved the 
draft Plan and the 30 day public comment period which started January 29 and ended 
February 27.   
 
Transportation Outlook was anticipated to be approved during the March meeting.  
However, due to technical issues involving air quality analysis, the Plan approval has 
been delayed.  Final approval of Transportation Outlook will be requested at the May 
Policy Committee Meeting. 
 
Public Comments 
During the comment period the staff held two public meetings at public libraries in Akron 
and Kent on February 10 and 11, respectively.  A total of 25 people attended these 
meetings.    The staff received a number of comments on the plan.  The major themes of 
the public comments included: 
 

• The need to provide more transportation options and the importance of 
multimodal transportation 

• The need for bicycle friendly roads and increased bicycle linkages to regional 
trails 

• The need for commuter rail service in the Akron metropolitan area 
• The need for a regional transportation and land use vision 
• The need for a discussion on climate change 

 
All written comments received by the staff are attached.  In total, 16 written comments 
were received. 
 
Draft Plan Revisions 
Several revisions were made to the draft Plan in response to member and public 
comments.  The Transit section of the Plan was updated to include a discussion of rail.  
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This discussion summarizes past studies completed to analyze commuter rail service and 
the potential for completing a new study.  The Plan also discusses the State’s interest in 
inter-city rail as part of the Ohio Hub system. 
 
The Transit section was also updated to reflect the passage of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act.  Projects requested by METRO and PARTA were added to the transit 
recommendations due to the projected increase in Section 5307 funds from the stimulus 
package. 
 
The updated draft of Transportation Outlook is available on the AMATS website 
(www.ci.akron.oh.us/amats).  The staff will request approval of the Plan at the May 
Policy Committee meeting. 
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